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INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1. Towns are an important component of the historic environment, which have 

developed over many hundreds of years and are under constant development 
pressures.  The archaeological resource within our historic towns is an invaluable 
and irreplaceable source of data about past societies and the evolution of our 
culture. Despite these factors the archaeology of many towns, especially the 
smaller market towns, is poorly understood. 

1.2. In 1976 the D.o.E. sponsored a study of the archaeology of Wiltshireôs historic 
towns, aiming to assess the relative importance of the towns at different points in 
time as a basis for future archaeological research. This resulted in the publication 
of  ñWiltshire Towns: the archaeological potentialò (Haslam 1976). Since then, the 
book has been one of the key references for archaeologists monitoring urban 
development and its impact in the county. 

1.3. An increase in the amount of archaeological and historical data available and 
changes in working methods through the introduction of Planning Policy 
Guidance note No16, have meant that a reappraisal of the situation is now due. 
The Extensive Urban Survey of Wiltshire has been commissioned by English 
Heritage, as part of a national programme, to address the need for a new 
assessment of urban archaeology in the county. The current structure of the 
historic county of Wiltshire is two-tier, with the County Council working in 
conjunction with the four District Councils (Kennet, North Wiltshire, Salisbury and 
West Wiltshire) and the new unitary authority of Swindon ï historically part of the 
county. The survey aims to map the development of all of Wiltshireôs and 
Swindonôs historic towns and to assess the extent of the surviving archaeology 
and built heritage. It is also proposed that the threat of development on the 
historic environment within the county's towns will be examined.  

1.4. As far as is known the first towns in Wiltshire appeared during the Romano-
British period but all the known examples are now greenfield sites, although 
some may have given rise to nearby settlements. Most modern towns in the 
county have their roots as Saxon villages or defended settlements such as 
Cricklade and Wilton. Many of the villages grew into small towns after the 
Norman invasion, often focussed around a castle or market and in the early 
thirteenth century óplanted boroughsô, in which individual plots of land were sold 
by the major landowner.  

1.5. The definition of a town for inclusion in the survey follows the criteria laid out in 
Heighway (1972) (see Appendix 2), by which the settlement must possess 
certain characteristics such as defences, a mint, a market, a street plan, or a 
judicial centre, and demonstrate such urban attributes as high population, a 
diversified economic base or a central or key location. For the purposes of the 
survey, however, the towns should meet these criteria historically, even if they no 
longer do so. This allows, for example, the inclusion of the five Roman towns in 
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the county, and settlements such as the village of Heytesbury, which was 
developed as a planned town in the 13th century, but which did not succeed as 
an urban centre. The full list of 34 towns included in the survey and the criteria 
for inclusion are included as Appendix 1 and are shown on Fig. 1.  Salisbury 
satisfies at least nine of the criteria: it had urban defences (criterion i); it has 
evidence of a planned street layout (criterion ii); it has Medieval market (criterion 
iii); it had a borough charter (criterion v); it occupied a strategic position on the 
road network (criterion vi); it has sustained a substantial population (criterion vii); 
it had a diversified economic base (criterion viii); it had a clear plan and urban 
style buildings survive (criterion ix); and had a Cathedral, three parish churches 
and six monastic institutions (criterion xi).  

1.6. The area of study in each town is defined by the size of the town as it stood in 
1945, encompassing both the historic core of the town and the older industrial 
and suburban development. However in the case of Salisbury this has been 
reduced to an area concentrated on the Medieval city. There is an emphasis on 
the earlier material, and the later Victorian and 20th century development are 
covered here only briefly. Although more detailed than Haslamôs report, in most 
cases each study remains a brief summary of the data and a guide to the 
location of more detail for other researchers. The extent of the study area for 
Salisbury is depicted in Fig. 2. 

1.7. The research into each town will be encapsulated into two reports: a summary 
and assessment of the data gathered and an outline strategy for future 
management of specified sections of the urban area. This first report is intended 
to provide a clear and up-to-date synthesis of the available archaeological and 
historical data for Salisbury, with an assessment of the main areas of historic 
settlement in the town and of the potential findings and sensitivity of the 
archaeologically important areas. The assessment reports are compiled from 
four main data streams: geographical and geological sources for the location and 
topographical summary; secondary historical sources for the historical outline; 
recorded archaeological data for the sites and finds information; the archive of 
the Wiltshire Building Record (WBR) for architectural data. The architectural 
summary is not subject to the same level of research as the other three data 
streams, and the information presented in the reports is based upon evidence 
compiled from the existing WBR archive, updated in places by field visits to note 
non-listed buildings of historic interest, combined with the Department of the 
Environment schedule of listed buildings and surveys carried out by the Royal 
Commission on the Historical Monuments of England.  

1.8. This Assessment was prepared originally in 2003, with amendments from 
consultations added in 2004. Table 1 (archaeological investigations) has been 
updated, but the results of these more recent events have been assimilated. 
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2. LOCATION AND TOPOGRA PHY 

2.1. The city of Salisbury is built on Alluvium overlying Valley Gravels at the 
confluence of the rivers Avon, Nadder, and Bourne. These were part of the 
Solent river system which was eroded down through the floodplains to create a 
series of river terraces in the Quaternary period. In the more recent periods the 
city has extended up onto Upper Chalk and Plateau Gravels towards Old Sarum 
in the north and Harnham Hill in the south. The site of Medieval Salisbury is very 
low-lying within the valley giving rise to floods in the city, for example in 1836, 
1841 and 1883 (Hare, 1970). 

3. PAST WORK AND THE NA TURE OF THE EVIDENCE  

3.1. Historic Sources  

3.1.1. This is a desk-based study, using material available within the County Council 
Heritage Services facilities in Trowbridge: the Sites and Monuments Record 
(SMR); The Wiltshire Reference Library; the Wiltshire & Swindon Record 
Office; and the Wiltshire Buildings Record. Historical data are generally drawn 
from secondary sources, normally the Victoria County History and histories of 
the individual towns, based on recommendations or specific requirements. Data 
on archaeological events and their results are drawn directly from the original 
reports or publications wherever these are available, but for some more 
obscure interventions we have had to rely on passing references or the existing 
entries in the county SMR.  

3.1.2. The use of primary sources in the Record Office is restricted to maps and 
sometimes other pictorial material, which are consulted to accurately locate 
individual sites or buildings and to trace the growth of the settlement. 

3.2. Archaeological Work In The Town  

3.2.1. This section outlines the known archaeological events that have taken place in 
Salisbury. The list is compiled from information in the County Sites and 
Monuments Record, Excavations Index, and the fieldwork reports kept in the 
County Archaeology Section in Trowbridge. Where these have been as a result 
of incidental mention in one of the above sources they have not been included, 
but have been included in the archaeological summary in section 5.5. The 
numbers refer to the map included in this report (Fig. 3). 

Event  Year Site Name/Location  Event Type  Excavator  Reference  

 
001 

 
1954 

 
New Street, site of the 
Alexandra Rooms 

 
excavation 

 
V.M. Collins 

 
Salisbury Museum 
Archive, 1972 

002 1956 St. Martinôs Church excavation F. de Mallet Morgan F. de Mallet Morgan 
1958 

003 1963 Bishopôs Stables, 
Cathedral Close 

excavation J. Musty Musty 1963 
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004 
 
 
005 
 

 
1966
-71 
 
1967 
 

 
Franciscan Friary, 
South of St Ann St. 
 
Tooneôs Court, Scots 
Lane 

 
watching 
brief/rescue 
work 
building 
recording/ 
excavation 

 
Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 
Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

 
SMARG 1967,  
SMARG 1969, 
SMARG 1972 
SMARG 1968 
 

006 1971 
 

East Harnham. watching brief/ 
rescue work 

Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

SMARG 1972 

007 1971 
 

Tooneôs Court, Scots 
Lane 

watching brief Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

SMARG 1972, 
SMARG 1973 

008 1972   London 
Road/Rampart Road 

watching brief/ 
rescue work 

Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

Algar 1973 

009 1972   Milford Street watching brief/ 
rescue work 

Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

Algar 1973 

      

010 1972   Rampart Road watching brief/ 
rescue work 

Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

Algar 1973 

011 1972   Winchester Street watching brief/ 
rescue work 

Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

Algar 1973 

012 1972   Milford Street/Guilder 
Road 

watching brief/ 
rescue work 

Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

Algar 1973 

013 1972   Culver Street watching brief/ 
rescue work 

Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

Algar 1973 

014 1973  84 ï 86 Gigant Street watching brief/ 
rescue work 

Salisbury Museum 
Archaeological 
Research Group 

Wessex 
Archaeology  1999a 

015 1978 Fisherton Street excavation Wilts County 
Council (A. 
Borthwick) 

Borthwick & 
Chandler 1984:79 

016 1984 Culver Street Car 
Park 

excavation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 

017 1984 The Maltings watching brief Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 

018 1985 8 ï 10 St. Ann Street excavation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 

019 1986 Gigant Street Car 
Park 

excavation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 

020 1986 31-39 Brown Street excavation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 

021 1987  Gibbs Mew Brewery 
Extension 

excavation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 

022 1987 Goddardôs Garage excavation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 

023 1988 47 ï 51 Brown Street 
(Trinity chequer) 

excavation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 

024 1988 Winchester Street/ 
Rollestone Road 

excavation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 
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025 
 
026 

1989 
 
1989 

Belle Vue House 
 
New Canal 

excavation 
 
excavation 

Wessex  
Archaeology 
Wessex 
Archaeology  

Williams & Hawkes 
1989 
Wessex 
Archaeology 1992a 

027 1991   Cathedral Close 
Approach Road 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1991 

028 
 

1992 
 

Bishop Beauchampôs 
Chantry Chapel, The 
Cathedral 

watching brief Tim Tatton-Brown Tatton-Brown 1992 

029 1993 3 Cuppes chequer watching brief AC Archaeology Cotton  & Hawkes 
1993 

030 1993 6 De Vaux Place watching brief Jenkins A.V.C. Jenkins 1993 
031 1993 Leadenhall, 

70 The Close 
watching brief Tim Tatton-Brown Tatton-Brown 1993 

032 1994 Bishop Wordsworthôs 
School 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Rawlings 1994 

033 1994 Brown Street/ Ivy 
Street 

excavation Wessex 
Archaeology  

 Rawlings 2000 

034 1994 Old George Mall evaluation  Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1994a 

      
035 1994

-5 
Old George Mall excavation & 

watching brief 
Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1994b, 
1996c 

036 
 

1995 Salisbury Cathedral 
School 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology  1995 

037 1995 Salisbury Cathedral 
School 

geophysical 
survey 

Geoquest 
Associates 

Geoquest 
Associates 1995 

038 1996  Former Infirmary site 
Fisherton Street 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1996a, 
1996b 

      
039 
 

1996 49-73 Gigant Street assessment & 
excavation 

AC Archaeology Hawkes 1996 & 
1997a 

040 1996
-7 

Waitrose, Old 
Livestock Market 

watching brief Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1998c 

041 1997 115 Exeter Street evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1997a 

042 1997 Sarum Theological 
College, 19 The Close 

evaluation Archaeological Site 
Investigations 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations 1997 

043 1997 Elim Chapel, Milford 
Street 

excavation Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology 1997b 

044 1997 64a St. Ann Street watching brief Hampshire 
Archaeology Ltd. 

Mansfield 1997 

045 1997 Cathedral Hotel, 
Milford Street 

excavation AC Archaeology Hawkes 1997b 

046 1998 The Leadenhall 
School 

evaluation Bournemouth  
University 

Evans and Roper-
Pressdee 1998 

047 1998 115 Exeter Street excavation Southern Archaeo- 
logical Services 

Southern 
Archaeological 
Services 1998 
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048 
 
 
049 
 
050 

1998 
 
 
1998 
 
1998 

High Street 
Enhancement 
Scheme 
Cathedral Close Wall 
 
35 The Close 

watching brief 
 
 
structure 
recording 
excavations 

Wessex 
Archaeology 
 
Archaeological Site 
Investigations 
Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1998b 
 
Archaeological Site 
Investigations 1998 
Wessex 
Archaeology 2000f 

051 1998 22 The Close, 
Rosemary Lane 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology 1998a 

052 
 

1999 Red Lion Hotel, 
Milford Street 

watching brief Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 1999c 

053 1999 Anchor Brewery, 
Gigant Street 

watching brief Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology  1999b 

054 1999 St. Edmunds Church 
Street 

assessment & 
excavation 

Southern 
Archaeological 
Services 

Higgins 1998, 1999. 

055 1999 69 Greencroft Street excavation and 
watching brief 

Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 2001b 

056 1999 47 The Close watching brief 
& historic 
building record 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations 

Heaton 1999 

057 1999 St. Edmunds Church 
Street 

watching brief Southern 
Archaeological 
Services 

Higgins 1999. 

058 1999 Greyfriars Close evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology  

Ritchie 1999 

059 1999 87-105 Gigant 
Street.Phase I. 

evaluation Border Archaeology Border Archaeology 
1999a 

060 1999 68-72 Mill Road excavation Foundations 
Archaeology  

Foundations 
Archaeology 1999a 

      
061 1999 87-105 Gigant Street 

Phase II. 
evaluation Border Archaeology Border Archaeology 

1999b 
062 1999 Sarah Hayters 

Almshouses, 
Fisherton Street 

evaluation Foundations 
Archaeology  

Foundations 
Archaeology 1999b 

063 1999 19a New Canal evaluation AC Archaeology  Robinson & 
Valentin 1999 

064 1999 The Plumbery, The 
Cathedral 

watching brief Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology 2000g 

065 2000 Anchor Brewery, 
Gigant Street 

historic 
building record 

Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology  2002a 

066 2000 Anchor Brewery, 
Gigant Street 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology  2000a 

067 2000 Anchor Brewery, 
Gigant Street 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology  2000b 

068 2000 Anchor Brewery, 
Gigant Street 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology  2000c 

069 2000 38-44 Endless Street evaluation Cotswold 
Archaeological 
Trust 

Coleman & Collard 
2000 

070 2000 Anchor Brewery , 
Gigant Street. 

excavation Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology  2000d 
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071 

 
2000 

 
38-44 Endless Street 

 
excavation 

 
Border Archaeology 

 
Border Archaeology 
2001c 

072 2000 Bishop Beauchampôs 
Chantry Chapel, The 
Cathedral 

excavation Cambrian 
Archaeological 
Projects Ltd. 

Blockley 2000 

073 
 
074 
 
075 
 
076 

2000 
 
2000 
 
2000 
 
2000 

15-35 Fisherton Street 
 
Belle Vue Bus 
Garage, Castle Street 
St Maryôs House, St 
Martinôs Church St 
St Maryôs House, St 
Martinôs Church Street 

evaluation 
 
watching brief 
 
evaluation 
 
palaeoenviron- 
mental 
sampling 

Border Archaeology 
 
Wessex 
Archaeology 
Border Archaeology 
 
Border Archaeology 

Border Archaeology 
2000b 
Wessex 
Archaeology 2000e 
Border Archaeology 
2000a 
Border Archaeology 
2001b 

077 2001 Bishop Wordsworthôs 
School 

evaluation AC Archaeology Whelan 2001 

078 2001 St Maryôs House, St 
Martinôs Church Street 

evaluation Border Archaeology Border Archaeology 
2001a 

079 2001 St Maryôs House, St 
Martinôs Church Street 

historic 
building record 

Border Archaeology Border Archaeology 
2001d 

080 2001 De Vaux House, St 
Nicholas Street 

watching brief Archaeological Site 
Investigations 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations 
2001c 

081 2001 Church House,  Crane 
Street 

excavation Cambrian 
Archaeological 
Projects Ltd. 

Halfpenney & 
Csaba 2001 

082 2001 Malmesbury House, 
North Walk 

watching brief Archaeological Site 
Investigations 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations 
2001a 

083 2001 Anchor Brewery, 
Gigant Street 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology  

Wessex 
Archaeology  2001a 

084 
 

2001 82 St Ann Street evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 2001c 

      
085 2001 

 
St Edmundôs Church 
 

geophysical 
survey 

Gary Ancell Ancell, G. 2001 

086 2001 St Edmundôs Church evaluation 
(phase 1) 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations 
2001b 

087 2002 St Edmundôs Church geophysical 
survey 

GSB Prospection GSB Prospection 
2002 

088 
 

2002 Bishop Wordsworthôs 
School 

evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 2002b 

089 2002 20 Bedwin Street evaluation Cotswold 
Archaeology 

Brett, M 2002 

090 2002 Old Dairy, Dews Road historic 
building record 

Border Archaeology Border Archaeology 
2002a 

091 2002 Old Dairy, Dews Road evaluation Border Archaeology Border Archaeology 
2002b 

092 2002 36 Milford Street/ 34 
Gigant Street 

excavation CKC Archaeology Currie, C. 2002 

093 2002 Castle Street watching brief Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 2002c 
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094 2002 St Edmundôs Church evaluation 
(phase 2) 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations 
2001b 

*095 2003 St Martinôs Church watching brief Pathfinders 
Archaeological 
Reconnaissance 

Pathfinders 
Archaeological 
Reconnaissance, 
2003 

*096 2003 White Hart Hotel, St 
Johnôs Street 

evaluation Archaeological Site 
Investigations 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations, 
2003a 

*097 2003 Land adjacent to 
Tollgate Public House 

evaluation Archaeological Site 
Investigations 

Archaeological Site 
Investigations, 
2003b 

*098 2003 St Edmundôs Church excavation AC Archaeology In prep. 
*099 2004 Former Robert Stokes 

Almshouses, 
Carmelite Way 

evaluation Context One Context One, 2004 

*100 2004 St Thomas Church watching brief Pathfinders 
Archaeological 
Reconnaissance 

In prep. 

*101 2004 Bourne Hill offices evaluation Wessex 
Archaeology 

Wessex 
Archaeology 2004 

 

Table 1: Archaeological Events and Interventions in Salisbury. Reports flagged thus 
* were received after the preparation of this Assessment, which was compiled in 
2003.  
 

4. HISTORICAL OUTLINE  

 
4.1. This report is not intended to provide a major historical review of the history of 

Salisbury and the material included here relates mainly to events which might 
have had some impact on the archaeology of the town, or its survival. The chief 
source of historical information for Salisbury is Volume 6 of the Victoria County 
History (Crittall 1962), upon which, unless otherwise stated, this Historical 
Outline is based. 

4.2. Mention is made in the Antonine itinerary of Sorviodunum (Borthwick and 
Chandler 1984), a settlement originally believed to be based on the prehistoric 
hillfort at Old Sarum, but which more recent evidence has shown is concentrated 
around Stratford-sub-Castle (James 2002). There is no further documentary 
evidence relating to Salisbury in the Romano-British period. Old Sarum and 
Sorviodunum are the subject of a separate report in this series and are only 
mentioned in passing here.                   

4.3. In the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle reference is made to Searobyrg indicating that the 
site was thought to have been defended in the past. However it is Wilton that is 
known to have been fortified as a burgh in the 9th century. In 1003 Wilton was 
sacked by the Danes who are recorded as having continued onto Salisbury (Old 
Sarum), but there is no mention of them having taken the site. It seems that 
during this turbulent period in the 11th century Salisbury (Old Sarum) gained in 
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importance and with its important defensive location and its closeness to the 
royal palace at Clarendon, developed during the reign of Henry II (1154-89), 
became a royal castle and cathedral ócityô. 

4.4. The Domesday Book records a very large area of land at Salisbury held by the 
Bishop of Salisbury which covered more than Old Sarum and the new city of 
Salisbury, while a second reference to Sarisberie clearly suggests that there 
were two units of land bearing this name. It appears that the first of these was a 
manor or group of manors held by the Bishop and the second the borough of Old 
Sarum. There are also indications that the Bishop's settlements came first as the 
papal authority was granted to move the cathedral church from the castle 
precinct to óOld Salisburies (veteres Sarisberias) by the riverô. The meadows on 
which the new city was founded thus belonged to the Bishop along with land at 
Stratford, Milford and Woodford, which became separate manors in the 12th 
century. New Salisbury, as it came to be known, was thus located in the SW 
corner of the Bishopôs land on what is known as Maryôs Field (Myrifield) in a loop 
of the River Avon.  

4.5. It would appear that this area was not completely free of settlement at this time. 
It is likely there was habitation around Milford Hill next to St Martinôs Church, 
where land was still referred to as the óOld Townô as late as c.1750, with another 
settlement near the mill on the Avon, and possibly a third by the river crossing at 
Harnham. Leland notes in 1542 on his visit to Salisbury that the village of 
Harnham existed before new Salisbury and had attached to it St Martinôs Church, 
before it was re-sited elsewhere because of the wetness of the site (Chandler 
1998a). The RCHME (1993) also refers to a second settlement probably being in 
existence at Milford at the river crossing of the Bourne, to the east of the study 
area, and at Fisherton. The existence of these settlements is likely to have 
influenced the street pattern of the new city as it developed (ibid.). 

4.6. RCHME (1993) suggest that the idea to remove the church and see to a new 
site in Salisbury may have been conceived during the bishopric of Hubert Walter 
(1188-1194), who subsequently became Archbishop of Canterbury. Pugh & 
Crittall (1956), however, suggest that the decision was probably made in 1198-9 
when Herbert Poore (1194-1217) had succeeded to the bishopric. The idea was 
certainly developed during this period as life at Old Sarum became more difficult 
due to restrictions created by the castle garrison and the lack of housing and 
water on the hill-top site. The papal bull authorising the relocation of the 
cathedral was granted in 1219 when Herbertôs brother Richard had succeeded 
him as Bishop. Immediately after, a wooden chapel was built on the new site and 
a churchyard consecrated.  

4.7. In the following year work began on the new cathedral church of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary under the supervision of Canon Elias of Dereham. The removal from 
Old Sarum was symbolically completed in 1226 when the remains of the Bishops 
Osmund, Roger and Jocelin were brought for reburial in Trinity Chapel (RCHME 
1993). The cathedral was consecrated by Bishop Giles in 1258, although it was 
not finished until 1266. The construction of the octagonal chapter house and 
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cloisters did not begin until somewhere between 1263 and 1271 and was 
completed within ten years. Sometime at the beginning of the 13th century a 
separate belfry was constructed some 60m to the north of the nave, which rose 
to a height of about 60m. At the beginning of the 14th century the tower of the 
cathedral itself was raised in height and the spire added so that it became over 
120m tall. It now survives as the tallest spire in England. 

4.8. Further additions to the cathedral included a library, built in 1445 above part of 
the east walk of the cloisters to house the cathedralôs collection of manuscripts 
dating back to the 10th century, and two chapels, the Beauchamp and 
Hungerford chapels, built in 1450-2 and 1476, to the south and north of the Lady 
Chapel. The two chapels were removed between 1789 and 1792 when the 
architect James Wyatt made a number of changes to the cathedral and its 
surrounds. These included the removal of the remaining part of the belfry in 
1790, its spire having already been removed in 1758, the raising and levelling of 
the churchyard, the many gravestones being laid flat, and the replacement of a 
large ditch in the churchyard with an underground drain (Tatton-Brown 1996). In 
the 19th century various trees were also planted within the churchyard (ibid.) 

4.9. To the south-east of the cathedral the Bishopôs Palace, originally known as óNew 
Placeô, was already established by 1219. The building has been much altered by 
succeeding bishops and in 1947 became the Cathedral School. Not only has the 
Bishopôs Palace undergone several changes, but so also has the land 
surrounding the Palace, reflecting the various fashions in gardens. William 
Naishôs 1716 map of Salisbury (Fig. 4) shows probable parterres to the north-
west of the Palace, which were replaced soon after 1783 with a ópleasure groundô 
and a new kitchen garden, while the meadows to the south remained relatively 
unchanged (Tatton-Brown 1996). In the early 19th century these meadows 
became the parkland painted by Constable, with an informal garden surrounding 
the Palace. Further improvements in 1843 included terracing to the south of the 
Palace, the creation of the lake and the removal of buildings to the north-east of 
the Palace for a new coach house and stables (ibid.). 

4.10. A decree of 1213 that the canons build new houses in the Close shows that 
planning was already well advanced by the time papal permission was gained, 
and indeed by 1222 the canons were being ordered to commence the work 
before the following Whitsun. Most of the houses were completed by the end of 
the 13th century and although there have been many alterations and replacement 
of the properties their layout is still the same today, with the large houses of the 
canons, mostly along the West Walk, and smaller houses of the remaining 
clergy, interspersed among them. 
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Fig. 4. William Naish' map of Salisbury, 1716. After RCHM (1980). 


