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TWO VIKING-AGE SILVER INGOTS FROM DITCHINGHAM AND
HINDRINGHAM, NORFOLK: THE FIRST EAST ANGLIAN INGOT FINDS
(Figs. 1,2)

The first stray find of a Viking-Age ingot to be recorded in England was discovered at
Easingwold, Yorkshire in 1g8g. 1 Following the publication of this two further isolated finds of
ingots were recognized from Norfolk.

One was found in January Ig8g with the aid of a metal detector at Hindringham,
c. 10km ~E. of Fakenham (Norfolk SMR no.2507I), on a site which has yielded prolific
evidence, in metalwork and pottery, of mid and late Saxon occupation. 2 The finder, Mr P.
West, offered it for identification by the Norfolk Museums Service, but it was unrecognized.
After the Ditchingham ingot described below had been given some publicity at the Norwich
Detector Club, Mr West resubmitted the Hindringham piece, which was then identified as of
Viking-Age origin.

FIG. I

The Hindringham ingot. Scale I: I
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The Hindringham ingot (Fig. I) measures 10 mm long, 8 mm wide and 82.5 mm deep
(maximum dimensions). Its weight is 38. I 2 g. In cross-section it resembles a triangle with the
peak cut off and with rounded corners. The broad base was presumably uppermost in the
casting mould, although it is convex and one might expect it to have been either flat or
slightly concave due to shrinkage of the metal on cooling. The ingot does not appear to have
been deliberately worked after casting, but there are shallow abrasions, particularly on the
base, as ifit had been moved over a rough surface, and there are a number ofdents that could
be the result of accidental knocks. Two cuts with a sharp instrument (a knife?) into the
rounded edges on each side of the base seem to be deliberate 'pecks' (or 'nicks'), i.e. test
marks that are often found on metalwork from Scandinavian or Anglo-Scandinavian finds of
the Viking Age.

The Hindringham ingot is similar in character to that from Easingwold and others
which have been found in Britain in, for example, the mixed coin and silver hoards from
Cuerdale (deposited c. 905), Scotby (c. 935) and Chester 1950 (c. 970) and in the loth-century
hoard, mainly of ingots, from Bowes Moor. 3 There is considerable variety in their size and
shape, but a triangular or, as here, squared triangular cross-section is commonly found. The
weight of the Hindringham ingot (38. I 2 g) falls well within the general range of this type of
ingot, although it does not fit conveniently into any ofthe weight standards postulated for this
period. 4

The second specimen was found in February 1991 by Mr M. Bone while metal-detecting
on a ploughed field at Ditchingham, 2 km N. of Bungay in S. Norfolk (Norfolk SMR
no. I 1674). It was reported by the finder to the Norfolk Museums Service. Crop-marks,
suggesting enclosures of uncertain date, have been photographed in this field. To date only
one other artefact has been recovered, a sherd of Ipswich ware of the mid 7th to late 9th
centuries.

-I
FIG. 2

The Ditchingham ingot. Scale I: I

The ingot (Fig. 2) is rectangular in cross-section, measuring 35 mm long, 7 mm wide,
and 5 mm deep (maximum dimensions), and weighing 8.81 g. It differs from the Hind­
ringham ingot in that on its upper surface it has a series of transverse lines created by
hammering, and on each long side it has been hammered to produce three smooth facets. The
base as illustrated was probably the upper surface during casting, for it is slightly concave
due in part to contraction of the metal as it cooled in the mould and in part to the hammering
of the sides. The surfaces of the base and the two rounded ends do not appear to have been
hammered, and are indeed somewhat pitted from the casting process. No 'pecks' or other test
marks are evident.

Ingots with similar transverse hammering are common in Scandinavian hoards from
the mid loth century onwards, and they are the dominant type during the late 10th and I uh
centuries. In Britain they are found in as early a context as the Cuerdale hoard (dep. c. 905),
but they are rare. Kruse has noted only fourteen examples out of almost 500 ingots from
England; twelve from Cuerdale and two from the Chester 1950 hoard.s Transverse ham­
mered ingots are also known from late Roman/Migration Period hoards, notably from
Scandinavia, but not so far as we know from Britain. However, an ingot of this size, found in
the Danelaw, is very likely to have been los! during the later 9th or early 10th centuries. The
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weight of 8.81 g accords moderately well with a one-third division of the 2Sg/26g unit
suggested by a number of classes of Viking-Age ingots and weights.

These appear to be the first ingots recorded from East Anglia; indeed any ornamental
silver or hack-silver is rarely found in East Anglian hoards. 6 Yet it is not surprising that they
should occur since 'foreign' coins - Carolingian, Islamic, and \Vcst Saxon/English .Mercian
- do occur as stray finds and as minor clements in some of the late gth- or early loth-century
hoards. X one the less, it seems clear that from as early as the 880s the currency of the
southern Danelaw was dominated by locally produced coins struck to a controlled weight
standard which was comparable to the former Anglian one. 7 A bullion economy, exemplified
by these ingot finds, does not seem to have been employed extensively in East Anglia or to
have survived for long after the initial Scandinavian conquest and settlement of the later gth
century.
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A TE~TH-CEl\;TURY BELL-PIT AND BELL-MOULD FROM
ST OSWALD'S PRIORY, GLOUCESTER (Figs. 3-10; PI. V)

St Oswald's Priory, Gloucester, is represented by a ruined wall situated north-west of
Gloucester Cathedral on the fringe ofthe medieval town (Fig. 3)' The priory has its origins as
an Anglo-Saxon minster founded c. goo by Aethelflaed, Lady of the Mercians and the eldest
child ofAlfred the Great, and her husband Aethelred, Earl of Mercia. The ruin incorporates
several phases of Anglo-Saxon fabric, the earliest of which probably dates to the original
foundation; and excavations from Ig74 to Ig81 established the plan of the Anglo-Saxon
church and enabled a reconstruction to be made (Fig. 4).1

The earliest phase of the building had no floor levels; the earliest surviving floors,
located in patches, could only be assigned a terminus ante quem of the early I Ith century.
However, immediately above the construction levels and scaffolding pits of the earliest
church (Period IA) and beneath the earliest surviving floors, there was evidence ofindustrial




