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century, or be a 7th-century feature with a few 
residual 5th- or 6th-century sherds. The other pits, 
which contained chaff-tempered and imported 
wares, should date to the late 6th or 7th centuries, 
but the imported greywares from the well are 
more typical of late 7th and 8th centuries. There 
are two possible interpretations for the earlier 
pottery: either it originated in a rural settlement 
which preceded, and was eventually subsumed by 
the trading centre, or it indicates that the trading 
centre itself originated during the same period as 
the foundation of St Paul’s cathedral at the 
beginning of the 7th century.
It would not be surprising for the cathedral to 
have acted as a stimulus for trade and contact 
with the Frankish empire but the Long Acre site 
holds out the possibility, which only future 
excavations can test, that there was some form of 
transitional Early/Middle Saxon settlement in the 
area, and that some form of trading place was in 

existence at the time of, or soon after, the 
Augustinian mission. To conclude, the 
investigation has led to some unexpected and 
important discoveries, and has demonstrated that 
it is sometimes the nature, rather than the number, 
of finds that is most significant.
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