






The period between the apparent decline of
Lundenwiceven before the Viking raids of 842 and
851 and the plentiful archaeological evidence for
the later roth century within the City remains one
of the most puzzling in London's long history. Yet
recent work may be closing the gap. The Royal
Opera House excavation produced a small hoard
of Northumbrian coins, deposited in the mid oth
century, as well as a late, probably defensive ditch
on the northern edge of the sire», Concurrent
work in the City on the site of Bull Wharf (now
Thames Court), close to Queenhithe revealed early
buildings and foreshore structures -- and the first
'London monogram' coins to be found in a City
excavation», These three coins are all of the rare
issue of halfpennies (the first ever to be struck, and
almost the only ones before the late rjth century).
The finds may reflect the needs of a busy trading
environment for small change. Meanwhile, the
excavations at 'Number I Poultry' took place at the
north-eastern corner of the suspected western grid
of the supposed Alfredian planned towns. Even
here there was evidence of settlement in the late
oth or early roth century -- although it did not
seem to align with Cheapside. Perhaps, then the
'grid ' -- as most recently set out in these pages by
Gus Milne« -- is indeed a 'plan', one that was laid
out from the start, but not fully occupied. The fate
of later planned towns such as Winchelsea shows
that not all well-intended new towns succeed.

Indeed, since in the year before he died Alfred was
still apparently involved in discussions about 'the
restoration of London' -- and was meeting his
advisors at the royal estate of Chelsea rather than
in London itself -- it seems very likely that his plans
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for London were slow to get under wa y. What the
full extent of his plans was will probably never be
known, though one may speculate. The garrison of
Alfred 's new London proved its worth against
further Danish attacks in the 890S. If Alfred had
followed the lead of Charles the Bald , who con­
structed fortified bridges across the rivers of his
Frankish kingdom to stop the passage of Viking
fleets, he would surely have planned to construct
a bridge blocking the river between London and
the burh of Southwark on the south bankv. Yet
though London Bridge served such a purpose
later, a Danish fleet sailed upriver past London
unimpeded in 893. Presumably there was no Lon­
don Bridge at that date, and the earliest archaeo­
logical and documentary evidence seems to date to
a hundred years later.

When he died 'six nights before All Hallows' Day'
in 899 it is likely that Alfred's plans for London
were incomplete. There are gaps in our knowledge
both of those plans and of those parts of them that
were achieved. And in spite of the recent excava­
tions in Lundenwic and around Queenhithe the
f ate of London in the years leading up to 886 is still
uncertain. In this centenary year it is appropriate to
hope that future historical and archaeological re­
search will serve to clarify the picture.
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Hidagewas identical with th e late r Sout hwa rk - and indeed
th at it was actually con structed rather than simply parrof an
overall plan. Apart from a single fi nd of an AIfred 'London
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