























slipway area was located to the west of a north-
south revetment that retained make-up dumps in
the higher yard area to the east, while the slipway
area would have been prone to daily flooding at
high tide.

Many of the structural timbers used in the con-
struction of revetments and slipways were reused
ship timbers. Those identified included four rud-
ders, a stempost, a keelson, several frame timbers
and hull planks almost exclusively from carvel
built ships, sheathing planks, a floor rider, a wind-
lass and three possible quartered capstan timbers.
Another group of timbers, used in the substruc-
ture of the slipways, represent waste from ship-
building. These timbers were either ‘of f-cuts’ pro-
duced after sawing a timber to shape, or ‘rough-
outs’ where timbers had been basically shaped, but
for some reason unfinished and rejected.

The dumps associated with the waterfront con-
struction appear to have come from a variety of
sources. One of them, associated with late 18th
century construction, was found to be composed
of primary waste from shipbuilding, presumably
during the 17th or early 18th century. The material
contained used and unused treenails, wood chips
and shavings from a range of tools, iron nails,
string, rope and much caulking material.

Deptford pottery wasters

A second group of dumps associated with the
partial backfilling,and subsequent total backfilling
of a possible dock during the late 18th and 19th
century consisted of pottery waste (Fig. 10) pre-
sumably from one of Deptford’s potters, one of
whom occupied the northeast corner of the site
during the 18th and possibly 17th century. Evalua-
tion failed to locate the pottery buildings, the
remains of which were probably truncated during
construction of the power station.

Approximately 2% of each dump of wasters was
‘randomly’sampled,and analysisshowed that three
pottery-types were present; glazed and unglazed
coarse post-medieval redware (PMR), a post-medi-
eval black-glazed type ware and a white earthen-
ware. The latter was solely present as crucibles, for
which Deptford was famous during the 17th cen-
tury™ The vessels present in PMR consisted largely
of flower pots and industrial wares; sugar cone
moulds, syrup-collecting jars, distillation flasks
and a waisted jar or bottle. Domestic shapes were
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present as kitchen wares; cauldrons, colanders,
pancheons, skillets and pipkins; table wares in-
cluded dishes, cups, jugs, plates and porringers,
with chamber pots, storage jars, lids, lamps and
several types of bowls also manufactured. Kiln
furniture consisted of roofing tiles used as spacers
between pots within the kiln, and vessels were
frequently fused to them from the glaze runs. The
few sherds of the post-medieval black-glazed type
ware included a fumery, porringer, bowl and a
waisted jar or bottle.

The pottery is datable to the late 17th century and
comparable to vessels and decorative techniques at
Woolwich during the Phase II and III pottery
production periods®. This similarity between the
Woolwich and Deptford kiln products seems to
indicate a localised pottery tradition in south-east
London during the 17th century.

Pottery production at Deptford is of ten referred
toas specialised because of competition with Staf-
fordshire and other pottery production centres,
but the Greenwich Reach wasters seem to indicate
a wide range of products. Although vessels made
for the sugar refining industry (syrup-collecting
jars and sugar cone moulds), as well as flower pots,
do appear to be the main output of vessel shapes,
this may simply reflect the pottery’s location and
ability to supply sugar-refining factories, largely
located along the Thames* and its other outlets.
Perhaps the wide range of vessel tnycs produced
during the late 17th century at Deptford indicates
that Staffordshire’s influence on the pottery mar-
kets had not peaked, and subsequently a more
limited variety of wares was produced in south-
east London during the 18th and 19th centuries.

Conclusions

The excavations at Greenwich Reach revealed ar-
chaeological remains associated with Deptford’s
rich maritime history. The Trinity House alms-
houses and East India Company’s dockyard reflect
Deptford’s links with the River Thames, the Port
of London and the growth of international trade
and shipping throughout the post-medieval pe-
riod. The importance of shipbuilding and increas-
ing demands for imports as well as locally manu-
factured goods such as pottery saw the extensive
development of floodplain marshland and river
frontage along much of the Thames, reflecting
changesinagricultural and industrial landuse from
the 17th century onwards.
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Fig. 10: post-medieval redware kiln waste; 1 pancheon, 2 colander, 3 dish, 4 collared lid, 5 cylindrical jar,
6 small handled bowl, 7 distillation flask, § syrup-collecting jar (scale 1:4).
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