








Fragile heritage 
The Templeman report suggests that no churches 
should be demolished, but that the 24 surplus 
churches should be retained as "reserves"33. This sounds 
harmless enough, but is potentially very danger- 
ous as without regular maintenance and ventila- 
tion all historic buildings and their interiors dete- 
riorate. There are redundant churches in Greater 
London such as St Stephen, Rosslyn Hill, which 
have become derelict due to a total lack of routine 
maintenance, while the Diocese explored the pos- 
sibility of finding a new owner or use for them++. 

While the report acknowledges that all the build- 
ings on the reserve list (some of which are still well 
used) possess religious, architectural. historical and 

cultural values, it also acknowledges that it is not 
the primary function of the Church of England to 
act as guardians of buildings of national impor- 
tance. Surely, with this acknowledgement the time 
has come for the church to hand over those build- 
ings which no longer have a religious use to some 
other body. The description of the City churches as 
a "burden on the income of the City Churches Fund" 
underlines the dilemma of the Church. It  is com- 
pelled to maintain the City churches, yet casts an 
envious eye on the funds set aside for this purpose. 

The need for careful management of the City's 
architectural heritage is best illustrated by listing 
the recent accidents and catastrophes. In May 1988 
the church of St Mary-at-Hill was gutted by fire 

Fig. 3: St Ethelburga's, Bishopsgate, 
before the removal of the shops 
and the medieval porch from the 

after unsupervised contractors accidentally set fire to the church roof, 
causing several million pounds worth of damage. However, it is pleasing 
to be able to state that St Mary-at-Hill has been restored35, except for the 
Wren period box pews, which still await restoration and reassembly. In 
September 1991 a tower crane collapsed' on to St James, Garlickhithe. 
Most recently in April 1993 St Ethelburga's, Bishopsgate, one of the City's 
nine remaining medieval churches, was destroyed by an act of terrorism 
(see Fig. 3). These catastrophes also show that there is a need for a proper 
store for fittings and furnishings from damaged or redundant London 
churches, to avoid loss or further damage. 

We should remember that the history of a city comes alive through its 
buildings, because they are our closest link with the past. The destruc- 
tion or neglect of historic buildings will impoverish the vistas of the 
City and with it our lives. However, with the preservation and utilisa- 
tion of these buildings comes an enrichment of our lives and environ- 
ment, which we can all enjoy and pass to our successors with pride. 
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