












Fig. 5: (left) grave of young girl in area I; (right) close-up of grave goods. 

Despite survival of later strata in area 111, it was 
not possible to excavate any features earlier than the 
medieval period because of the danger to nearby 
standing buildings. A later medieval ragstone and 
chalk building with two tile hearths, and a chalk- 
lined cess pit and drain were found. The building 
appeared to be aligned on an alleyway - a 
forerunner of Calverts Buildings alley which leads 
from Borough High Street. 

Other important features of this period include a 
large cellar of an early 16th century building with a 
floor of flints and chalk blocks in area I. A mid 18th 
century clay pipe kiln was located in the south east 
corner of area I. Only the stoke-hole and floor 
survived, cut into the remains of an earlier 18th 
century kiln. Large quantities of waste pipes and 
pieces of muffle made of clay were recovered from 
these kilns. 

Sixteenth and 17th century cobbled alleys and 
associated brick structures overlay the medieval 
buildings. Early records show that in the vicinity of 
Calverts Buildings alley was an inn called the Goat14. 

CONCLUSIONS 
The site of 15-23 Southwark Street was the first in 

north Southwark where resources were available to 
excavate the site more or less completely. 

A number of interesting discoveries were made. 
The site was important because it revealed for the 
first time prehistoric features (other than burials), 
and very early Roman stone buildings, one of which 
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dated from c AD 74 and may have been part of a 
much larger complex. It was also the first time that 
Roman inhumations in the built-up area of the 
settlement could be properly excavated; they may 
indicate a change of settlement pattern in the late 
Roman period. A similar sequence was found at the 
nearby Courage Brewery  excavation^'^; and at 
Winchester Palace (300m, 1000ft, north of 15-23 
Southwark Street) a mid 2nd century masonr X building with five hypocaust rooms was uncovered' . 
A 3rd century marble inscription suggesting the 
presence of a military guild was also recovered from 
the Winchester Palace excavations. Excavations are 
currently taking place elsewhere on the Courage 
Brewery complex, and prehistoric post-holes which 
may indicate a roundhouse, a Roman road or track 
and a sequence of Roman buildings have already 
been discovered. Further sites in this part of 
Southwark are likely to become available soon. It is 
hoped that the results of such investigations will 
provide more evidence of the nature and history of 
this area of the Roman settlement. 
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