










worn and shows a large central figure holding a 
book, a standing grou of figures to the right and 
three lower (kneeling?Y figures to the left. The left 
side of the fragment is bounded by a wide raised bar 
and part of a curving bar remains above the figures. 
The scu!pture is probably 11th century in date" and 
the scene may represent the raising of Lnzarush. The 
presence of this fragment in 12th century con- 
struction levels may indicate renovation of an 
ecclesiastical building elsewhere on site at this time. 

Phase three (late 12th century) 
In the late 12th century a total rebuilding of the 

infirmary took place. The walls of the original 
buildings were demolished to foundation level, and 
the drain was destroyed and robbed of much of its 
ragstone lining. Substantial stone foundations were 
constructed within the drain where the north and 
south walls of the phase three infirmary hall crossed 
its line and the remainder was backfilled. The new 
building consisted of a large rectangular hall c 28m X 

16m (92ft X 52ft 6in), with four small rooms to its 
east (Fig. 6). The plan of this building is very similar 
to the infirmary hall at the priory of St. Pancras, 
Lewes7. 

The foundations for the new hall had an average 
width of c 1.3m (4ft 3in). At the east end of the hall 
they had been nearly completely robbed in the 
post-medieval period, and in some cases survived 
only as robber trenches. Where the foundations did 
survive they consisted of chalk blocks bonded with 
clay. The foundation of the west wall of phase two 
was retained for the foundation of the west wall of 
the new building, and in part was considerably 
reinforced with well-mortared ragstone rubble. In 
the south-west corner of the hall was a stone-lined 
cesspit which may be a secondary construction. 

A new stone-lined drain was constructed which 
crosses under the south wall of the hall and runs 
across to the room at the north-east corner of the 
building. There are indications that the drain 
changes its course as it enters this room, possibly to 
run parallel to the walls. This may mean that it is the 
latrine, although further excavation is required as 
the remainder of the room lies in the unexcavated 
northern half of the site. 

Later history of the site 
The infirmary hall and the drain were demolished 

in the 16th century to make way for the gardens of 
Bermondsey House. In the demolition debris of the 
drain was a figure of Christ, probably from a crucifix 
(Fig. 7). The figure, which is c 0.15m (6in) high and 
made of pressed bronze, was gilded and had red 
4. These samples were analysed by Clare de Rouffignac. 
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Fig. 7: early 13th century figure from a crucifix. 
(Photo: Trevor Hurst) 

enamelled panels to represent the clothing. It is 
probably early 13th century in date and is likely to 
be of local manufacture8. 

Future work on the site will include the com- 
pletion of the excavation of the buildings between 
the infirmary and the dorter, and the excavation of 
the southern part of the dorter and the eastern part 
of the frater. In the late spring of 1986 the area 
between the infirmary and the priory church will be 
cleared to enable examination of the monastic 
cemetery. 
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