EXCAVATION OF A SETTING OF STANDING STONES
AT LUNDIN FARM NEAR ABERFELDY, PERTHSHIRE

by MARGARET E. C. STEWART, r.s.A.5¢0T.

INTRODUCTION

THe site (N.G.R. NN 882505) lies 370 ft. above sea-level, 1 miles E. of Aberfeldy,
on the south side of the river Tay, and } mile N. of the farm of Lundin (fig. 1 and
Pl. XVIII, 1).

Four blocks of a local schistose rock measuring 7 ft. § in., 4 ft. 8 in., 4 ft. 10 in.
and 3 ft. g in. in height above turf-level, with the tallest to the NE., have been placed
on the rim of an artificially flattened gravel knoll (fig. 2 and Pl. XVIII, 1). The
stones define an area 17 ft. in diameter.

At present the top of the knoll is 5 ft. above the surrounding area to the N. and -

E., but the southern arc is 1 {t. higher due to the artificial heightening of the mound
on that side.

About eighty years ago the Lundin Burn, which today flows immediately W. of
the knoll, was diverted from its natural bed, which was probably E. of the knoll,
and the knoll was used as one side of a catchment area measuring 39 by 13 yds.
The head of water thus caught was fed into the present artificial channel of the
Lundin Burn for use by the Grandtully Distillery whose ruins are visible approxi-
mately 100 yds. N. of the site between it and the main road. Evidence for the
original flow of the burn was seen in the muddy silt exposed in section at the base
of the knoll on its E. side and possibly also in the natural ravine to the E. of the
distillery buildings. Through this ravine the burn may formerly have cut its way
to the river below.

In the process of constructing the dam the southern part of the knoll had been
cut back and the material thrown on top in order to increase the height on that side.
Probably at the same time a stone (fig. 3 and Pl. XVIII, 2) with 43 cup-marks,
whose nearest edge lies 39 ft. 1 in. from Point O (fig. 5) and beyond the periphery
of the mound to the SE., was thrown down to make room for the bank of the catch-
ment area. The cup-marked stone, which measures 6 ft. 11 in. by 4 ft. 6 in. (maxi-
mum breadth), was found lying in and on recently made-up earth.!

. Southwards the ground slopes steeply over agricultural land to a height of 600 ft.
above sea-level. Beyond this the moorland is flatter but rises steadily to the summit
of Grandtully Hill at 1747 ft. O.D. two miles away. On this moorland there are

1 James Kennedy in his book on The Folklore of Strathtay and Grandtully (Munro Press, 1927) notes on p. 85
that the cup-marked stone at Lundin originally stood 100 yds. south of the setting of standing stones, but his
description is confused. There is no proof that the setting of stones and the cup-marked stone are in any way
related. However, in fig. g it is apparent that the stone has been ‘keeled’ and the opposite end has been
‘shouldered’ (see infra). Mr Romans of the Macaulay Institute pointed out that the keeled end was less
weathered than the other. But if the keeled end had stood in the ground to the full extent of the stabilising
face then probably at least 4 of the cup-marks would have been hidden.
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four known cup-marked sites one of which, } mile S. of Upper Pitcairn Farm, has
ringed cups and a complex linear design.

Eastward the view is blocked by a bend in the river around the high promontory
of The Ward which hides the Castle and Haugh of Grandtully from the west.

Northwards the view is held by the summit of Farragon at 2559 ft. O.D. In this
direction the ground slopes very steeply upwards from river level and the eye is
deceived by the foreshortening of the distance which hides Loch Glassie and the
long level moor in front of Farragon.

But to the W. the view is open and magnificent, reaching to Ben Lawers (3984 ft.)
and the massifs which guard the entrance to Glen Lyon. If there is any significance
in the siting of prehistoric burial places then at Lundin the relationship is with the
west.

The setting of standing stones and the fallen cup-marked stone are part of a
number of prehistoric and later sites in the immediate neighbourhood (fig. 1).

In a field below the Lundin Farm road, on that section of the farm roadway
between the old distillery and bridge over the railway, is a single standing stone set
with its broad face in line E.-W. (fig. 1).! It measures § ft. 9 in. by 4 ft. (maximum
breadth) by 1 ft. g in. Its siting is unusual. It stands on low ground in a singularly
inconspicuous position.

Just S. of the distillery there is a gate on the farm road where it turns S. to climb
the hill. Immediately S. of the gate rock outcrops on the western edge of the roadway
and the exposed surface, g ft. by 1 to 24 ft. wide, carries 6 cup-marks, all of which are
shallow and do not exceed 23 in. in diameter. Unfortunately it was not possible
to examine the rock surface over a wider area as the road was in constant use.

To E. and W. of the outcrop are two stones set with their broad faces in line
E.-W. (fig. 1).2 The easternmost stone lies 6 ft. g in. from the cup-marked rock and
is 2 ft. in height by 3 ft. 4 in. in maximum breadth by 1 ft. The stone on the W. side
of the roadway is 5 ft. 4 in. from the cup-marked rock and is 3 ft. 8 in. high by 6 ft.
broad at ground level by 1 ft. 6 in. This stone, unlike its neighbour, has the
shouldered appearance typical of so many Perthshire standing stones.

To the south of the main road at Carn Tulach immediately E. of the road leading
to Cultullich Farm at the highest point above a sand and gravel pit is a thin slab-
like standing stone 4 ft. by 1 ft. 3 in. by 8 in. Many years ago the ground in the
immediate vicinity was examined and the end-stone of a cist was found.> When

! Also known as the Standing Stone at Lagg. Lower Lagg is the name of the cottage by the main road
between the old distillery and the river.

2 The late Dr N. D. Mackay of Aberfeldy has suggested (in ms. notes on the archaeology of Strathtay
privately held by his widow, who has kmdly allowed me to read thcm) that these stones formed part of a
circular setting. This seems unlikely, There is a marked concentration in central and east Perthshire of pairs
of standing stones (see Appendix II). Such a concentration does not appear to be found elsewhere in Scotland
though isolated instances do occur. The fact that their broad faces are usually in alignment and not angled
to one another makes it improbable that they were ever set on a circumference. Several examples are
‘shouldered’ and some are known to be ‘keeled’. This underlines their possibly second millennium context
which is strengthened by their prox]mlty in a few cases with monuments of that period. They are remarkable
in being frequently paired as ‘broad and narrow’. In this respect they are comparable to the stones of the
West Kennet Avenue. (Windmill Hill and Avebury (Oxford University Press, 1965), 206.)

3 P.S.A.S., xL1v (190g—-10), 154.
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the stone was removed an inhumed burial was exposed. The stone was replaced
without further disturbance.

In a wood to the E. of the setting of standing stones at Lundin and on the far
side of the fence at the NE. corner of the field on the W. bank of the ravine of the
Allt Chromadain is a boulder 2 ft. g in. by 2 ft. 11} in. by 1 ft. 6} in. (fig. 1). In
the centre of the upper face a basin 2 ft. 8} in. in diameter has been hollowed out
to a depth of 9 in. This stone was ploughed up from the field immediately E. of the
setting of stones at Lundin and is known locally as The Priest’s Basin.!

The old road up Strathtay on this side of the river passes below the deserted
village of Tomtayewan (Mound of the House of Eonan) and close to the modern
farm of Lundin (fig. 1). At the point where it emerges from the ravine of the Allt
Chromadain an old right of way crosses the field in a north-westerly direction passing
close to the setting of standing stones and then follows the old line of the Lundin
Burn to the river where there was a traditional ferry boat crossing.

2 6 O | 2 3 4
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F16. 3. Drawing of cup-marked stone lying SE. of the circle

The old spelling of Lundin is Lundun and behind Tomtayewan is a small wall
segment of a circular Iron Age stone-built dun (fig. 1). The wall is 6 ft. across, 4 ft.
6 in. high, and the exterior length is g5 ft.

A well-built lime kiln (fig. 1) stands in the field 86 yds. W. of the road gate S.
of the old distillery. Many of the stones used in this structure are in the megalithic
category and one at least bears a well made cup-mark 1} in. deep by 2% in. in
diameter. Any immediate local origin for these stones is not apparent. They could
well have been taken from some prehistoric structure totally destroyed in the
process.

1 After the stone had been discovered the farmer asked the local tinkers to help in moving it. When Sandy
Mackenzie, then ‘king’ of the Strathtay tinkers was approached he refused to have anything to do with it.
Tinkers are superstitious about moving a stone from one place to another and when employed to clear stones

from a field will begin to work but in a short time will mysteriously disappear and no money will change hands.
K
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In the field S. of the one in which the lime kiln stands and in its NW. corner is
an outcrop 6 ft. g in. by 4 ft. 4 in. with 19 cups (fig. 1). Five of the cups are con-
siderably larger than the others. The largest measures 4 in. in diameter and 2 in.
in depth.

TURF LEVEL
KEEL

SOCKLT.
Fic. 4. Diagram of ‘keeled’ stone

Tue ExcavaTtion
A section OA/ED, 6 ft. wide and 22 ft. long, aligned N.-S., was cut. In the

southern half of the section, immediately below the turf, water-worn boulders up to
18 in. in diameter appeared in dark loam. The northernmost 6 ft. of this section
exposed natural gravel beneath the turf. This suggested that the top of the mound
had carried an artificial capping of soil and stones. At this level a fragment of thick
undecorated prehistoric pottery with a smooth red exterior and black core was found
(see Appendix I and fig. 54). Twelve feet N. of OD the tops of a stone setting
crossed the section. The section was then lowered to 18 in. below turf-level as far
as 12 ft. 6 in. from OD. The water-worn boulders now became on the whole larger
and more widely spaced and the dark loam was more firmly packed. Small frag-
ments of burnt bone and infrequent fragments of carbonised wood were found but
these ceased beyond 6 ft. N. of OD. At this level a second piece of undecorated
pottery, similar in character to the previous piece, was found (see Appendix I and
fig. 5b). Three very small fragments of the same ware were found nearby in the
same level. In the vicinity of OD the loam became darker and the stony cairn
material more concentrated. It was noticeable at this level that the boulders did
not extend beyond g ft. from OD and that there was a more or less stone-free belt
of g ft. before the stone setting across the section, which had been noted at the
higher level. This stone setting was now seen to be the filling of a U-shaped ditch
cut in the undisturbed gravel and at the top of the slope of the mound (Pl. XIX, 1).
The ditch was 2 ft. wide at the top and cut 1 ft. into the subsoil gravel. It had been
filled with carefully packed stones which had overflowed the lip and had slipped
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down the northern slope forming an uneven line of small stones for 4 ft. N. of the
ditch. A small scatter of cremated bone lay in the bottom of the ditch under the
stone filling 11 in. from the E. face of the section (see Appendix III, No. I).

The section was then lowered to the top of the undisturbed gravel which was
seen to dip slightly towards the centre of the stone setting. Fragments of burnt bone
and carbonised wood became more frequent and at g ft. 6 in. N. of O the cairn
material was solidly packed in dark loam heavily stained with carbonised material
and full of minute fragments of burnt bone. At this level in the E. wall of the section
a third piece of undecorated pottery similar to those already mentioned was found
(see Appendix I and fig. 5¢).

At this stage it was possible to examine the footing of Stone 1. It was clear that
no deliberate socket had been dug but on this eastern margin the surface of the
gravel top of the mound had been hollowed out and a deliberate rim had been left.
The stone had been tipped over this rim and supported against the undisturbed
gravel. Against the inner face there had been a deep infill of dark stone-free loam.

As the southern face of Stone 1 was exposed it was seen that the W. edge of the
stone had been ‘keeled’. This feature is visible on several Perthshire standing stones
which have subsequently fallen, thus permitting the base to be studied. ‘Keeling’
consists in undercutting the edge of one face between 1 ft. and 2 ft. from the base.
The protruding horizontal edge then rests on ground level, producing a stability
which could not be achieved by simply inserting the foot in a socket (fig. 4 and fig.
2, 1).

As far as could be ascertained the line of the ditch ran outside the stone setting.
Unfortunately it was not possible to relate this line to the position of Stone 1 as the
problems of supporting such a large stone in such a shallow depression proved in-
superable. The fact that the ditch had been carefully filled in shows that it was not
intended as a permanent and visible feature of the site. It may have demarcated the
area within which the stones were to be set. It did not appear in a section later cut
to the E. of the stone setting. It was traced westwards as far as Stone 4 but beyond
that and on the S. it had been destroyed by the diversion of the Lundin Burn. Had
it been possible to prove the existence of the ditch to W. and S. in addition to the
northern segment then its absence on the E. might suggest that here had been the
point of entry into the stone setting. If so, access would have been between Stones
1 and 2, the largest and most impressive of the four stones.!

Section OB/CF was extended S. for 10 ft. Below the turf large water-worn
boulders similar to those exposed in the northern section protruded through a light-
coloured loam. Amongst the smaller stones were about two dozen hand-sized
quartz pebbles not noticed elsewhere on the site. When the section was lowered
further the water-worn boulders were more widely spaced and the loam in which

1 Tt should be noted that Stone 1 is only very slightly, and Stone 2 not at all, angled to the circumference
ofthe setting. These stones are more or less aligned with their broad faces E. and W. which tends to emphasise
their character as portal stones. Moreover the majority of relics found scattered within the stone setting came
from the area between Stones 1 and 2 (fig. 5). But see under Discussion the suggestion that the stones were set
up after the burials had been deposited, which tends to make subsequent entry into the enclosed area un-
necessary.
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they were bedded became appreciably darker. The southern 4 ft. of the section had
been much disturbed when the water catchment area immediately beyond had been
made. Quantities of small stone gravel and soil had been thrown up on to the knoll
concealing an original band of top soil and thereby raising the southern rim so that
the present turf-line dipped towards the centre of the stone setting. As the section
was lowered to the top of the undisturbed gravel there was a marked absence of
fragments of burnt bone or carbonised wood except at the base of Stone 3. As with
Stone 1, Stone 3 had been tipped over the rim of the hollowed area on the top of the
mound and its foot set in a shallow depression scooped from the gravel. Around the
eastern edge of this depression there was a small deposit of darkly stained earth,
carbonised wood and minute fragments of burnt bone (see Appendix III, No. III).
The inner face of Stone 3 had been carefully packed but, because on this western

LUNDIN
CROSS  SECTIONS.

LIGHT,  COLOURED LOAM,
EMBANKMINT  DEPOSIT. ;--

SPREAD OF CAIRN  MATERIAL.

FILLING  FALLEN FROM DITCH.
TURF,

1A
{ MATERIAL FILLED IN DITCH.

S BIT PROJECTED.
POINT O

DATUM LINE POINT B.

POINT A,

SLCTION OBFKC. EAST FACL NORTH —SOUTH SECTION. SECTION OALD.  WEST FACE,

TURr

STONE FREL SOIL. ~1 EXTENSION SECTION

.C," i

c . «Qa.%gfg G.M.N. OBF.C,
y - I ) ’———r:\/—.'
d CADN MATERIAL 1N DADRK SLOAM,
IN  GREY SILT.

BOULDLRS

PIT PROJSLCTED.
POINT K. POINT O. POINT Q DATUM  LINL

EXTINSION G.H LK, SOQUTH FACE. EAST—WEST SECTION.

Z o 5 10 5 20,
T T T T i %7

T I 1 L L 1T 1T

SCALE  OF FEET.
Frc. 6. N.-S. and E.-W. sections






