
III.
REPORT ON STONE CIRCLES SURVEYED IN PERTHSHIRE (ABERFELDY

DISTRICT); WITH MEASURED PLANS AND DRAWINGS (OBTAINED
UNDER THE GUNNING FELLOWSHIP). BY FRED R. COLES,
ASSISTANT KEEPER OF THE MUSEUM.

The megalithic sites surveyed during the August of 1909 are scattered
over a district of unusually wide extent and mountainous character,
of which the interesting little town of Aberfeldy may be called the
centre, though not strictly so in the topographical sense, but rather
as a most convenient headquarters. Portions of the district near
Aberfeldy were previously visited, and descriptions of the sites therein
have appeared in the two Reports preceding this one. But in a district
so richly megalithic as some parts of this are, it is well-nigh impossible
in a single month to overtake all the sites, partly because the personal
knowledge of local residents comes in as an important factor in
enlarging the list of sites prepared by consulting the records on the
Ordnance Maps.

In a general way, the district now to be reported on may be described
as extending from Kinloch-Kannoch, fourteen miles nearly N.W. of
Aberfeldy, to Airlich in Strathbraan, about six miles W. of Dunkeld,
and from Tarragon Moor N. of Aberfeldy, to Kinnell, near Killin, at
the southern extremity of Loch Tay. Within these imaginary limits
are included the mountains of Schiehallion (3547), Carn Mairg (3419)
in the Pass of Lyon, Farragon Hill (2559), and Ben Lawers (3984),
besides numerous lofty moorlands and woodlands of no inconsiderable
altitude on both shores of Loch Tay. But it is only in certain of the
much less elevated localities that the megaliths are found. As, more-
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over, they occur here in groups clearly separated from one another, it
will be most convenient to deal with the sites of each group.

I. KINLOCH-RANNOCH GROUP.
No. 1. Seomar na Stainge.—This is the name given on the Ordnance

Map to a site indicated by a circular dotted line; and its resemblance
in that respect to the symbol used in other Perthshire districts for a
low circular rampart (described in the Report for 1908) induced me to
think that that uncommon variety of " circle " might be found to extend
to this distant westerly locality. On reaching the site, after some
difficulty, as there are no conspicuous Standing Stones, we found it to
be a flat-topped, circular mound, entirely and unbrokenly surrounded by
a deep, broad, well-defined trench. This discovery amply justifies the
meaning previously given to me by Mr W. J. Watson l for the name
Seomar na Stainge,, Chamber of the Stank, Moat, or Ditch.

The central mound, not high enough to be the roof of a true
chambered Cairn, is about 40 feet in diameter, and appears to be
composed of small stones and earth; the moat, about 16 feet wide and
5 feet deep, is also stony. The whole site is thickly grass-grown. As
this curious and novel structure does not possess any erect stones, no
plan of it is shown; but this, probably the first, record of its existence
as an archteological remain may be of use in the future. Seomar na
Stainge occupies a position about 660 feet above sea-level in an exten-
sive clover-field close to the heather on the haugh of the river Tummel,
300 yards S.W. of it, and f of a mile E.S.E. of the hotel at Kinloch-
Rannoch. We shall, later on, be able to compare another circular
structure almost identical with this.

No. 2. Clach na Boile.—The massive monolith so named on the
O.M. (fig. 1) stands about one-third of a mile S.W. of Seomar na
Stainge, close to the public road, on its north near Dalchosnie. Like
nearly all the Stones erected throughout the district, it is composed of
the gritty schistose rock, dark gray in colour, and to some extent

1 Now Rector of the High School, Edinburgh.
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quartzitic. Its base is a broad oblong, measuring N.E. side 2 feet
11 inches, S.W. side 2 feet 3 inches, KW. side 3 feet 1 inch, and S.E.
side 3 feet 3 inches, making in all a girth of 11 feet 6 inches. Towards
the top the sides taper gradually so that the head of the stone girths
9 feet 2 inches. The greatest height is 4 feet. A diagonal line running

Fig. 1. Clach na Boile, Kinlooh-Rannoch ; View from the South.

due north across the top points to the little gap in the grand wooded
cliff which is the lower and precipitous portion of the noble mass of
Beinn A'Ghuallaich on the distant side of the Tummel. Mr Watson
interprets the name Clach na Boile as Stone of Delirium, comparing it
with Lairig Bhreislieh (which is between Glen Lyon and Glen Lochy),
Pass of Delirium. There should be a legend annexed; but this I was
unable to corroborate from local information.
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II. FOBTINGAL GROUP.

No. 3. Standing Stone, Fortingal Churchyard.—This Stone has a
remarkable, if not an unique, history.' I am informed by Rev. W.
Camphell, minister of the parish, that in 1903, when some alterations
were being made in that portion of the burying-ground belonging to the
late Sir Donald Currie of Garth, the workmen came upon this Stone lying
at a depth of 8 feet, at a point not many feet distant from the stem of
the famous Yew-tree. Noticing the cup-marks on the Stone, the work-

<yn
1

Fig. 2. Cup-marked Stone, Fortingal Churchyard.

men raised it and set it up erect on the site it now occupies, close to the
western wall of the Garth burial-ground—about 25 feet from the spot
where it was unearthed:

In the plan annexed (fig. 2) the oblong bounded by the letters
A B C D shows the dimensions of the base, and the small cup-marked
surface, evidently much broken, and 2 feet 10 inches above ground,
shows all that now remains of the work of the pre-historic artificer.

There are no rings or grooves, and the cups, except for clearness and
neatness of finish, do not present any special features. If, however,
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these cup-marked stones, upon whose purpose and symbolism we possess
even yet no certain knowledge, were actually used by the followers of
some remote pagan cult, then the discovery of this specimen, under the
shade of the ancient Yew-tree, and at a depth in the ground which
suggests intentional burial, may lend colour to the theory of a con-
tinuity of the survival of superstitions connected with it from Bronze
Age times.

No. 4. Dalreoch Standing Stone and Cairn.—In the wide, flat haughs
between the river Lyon and Fortingal village there are clear remains of
a squarish earthwork (so named on the O.M.). It has steep escarp-
ments and a deepish moat. This place in local parlance passes for the
"praetorium" of a great "Eoman camp," which is believed to spread
itself out to a vast extent on the west.1 Near that extremity there is a
circular, flat-topped Cairn wholly engirt by a trench of the same plan and
general appearance as Seomar na Stainge above described—with this
important addition, that on the centre of the Cairn there once stood a
tall and a massive monolith, which was many years ago (probably circa
1778) undermined in the vain hope of discovering treasure, and now lies

1 No evidence has ever been brought under my notice in favour of the hypothesis
that this site was a Roman camp ; and the fact of the so-called " praetorium " bei^g
small, deeply moated, and situated to the extreme east of the "camp," rather
enforces scepticism on the subject. In the Old Statistical Account, vol. ii. p. 456,
the Kev. Duncan M'Ara says, "The late Lord Breadalbane employed some labourers
to dig for antiquities; all they got was three urns." Chalmers (Caledonia, vol. i.
p. 174 n.), in addition to the three "urns," mentions also a copper vessel, with
a beak, handle, and three feet, evidently one of those mediaeval brass ewers which
at that date were thought to be Eoman. Mr Campbell has referred me to a book
by the late Rev. Samuel Fergusson, parish minister iu 1860 ; in this occurs the
following passage :—" Within a circular enclosure marked by a rude obelisk,
several Roman remains have been found ; one, a Roman standard, within the shaft
of which is a five-fluted spear, now preserved in Troup House." The "standard,"
however, may be identified with the "walking-staff" figured by Pennant (Tour in
Scotland, vol. i. p. 103), which he saw at the house of Col. Campbell of Glen Lyon,
and which is described as "of iron cased in leather, 5 feet long; at the top a neat
pair of extended wings like a caduceus, but on being shaken, a poignard, 2 feet 9
inches long, darted out." As shown by the engraving, it is a "swin-feather" or
musket-rest of seventeenth century, with a concealed pike in the head of the staff.
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Fig. 3. Cairn with Monolith at Dalreoch, FortingaJ ; Ground-plan and section.

Fig. 4. View of Cairn at Dalreoch, Fortingal, with the Monolith in its original position.
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prostrate in the trench to the east of the Cairn. The Stone is cup-
marked.

I have ventured, with the assistance of Rev. W. Campbell, to restore
this structure to its original condition in the accompanying plan and
drawing (figs. 3 and 4), and in the next illustration (fig. 5) the cup-
marks are shown to scale on the Stone as it now lies. The Cairn,
measured across its flat top, is 18 feet wide; the trench, measured from
its upper edge to the edge of the Cairn, is 13 feet 9 inches wide, and its
depth may be averaged at about 2 feet 4 inches.1

Fig. 5. The Monolith as it now lies, showing Cup-marks.

No. 5. Standing Stone, Dalreoch.—Not many score yards in a south-
westerly direction from the last site there stands this monolith. It is
not marked on the O.M.2 In ground-plan it is a roughly rhombus-
shaped block of quartzose schist, deeply riven vertically. Its basal

1 In the Proceedings, vol. xviii. p. 376, Mr Stewart gives the measurements as
"about 30 feet in diameter, surrounded by a fosse 9 feet broad," with an outer mound
or enclosure encircling it. He conducted a partial excavation, the result of which
was that he found a cairn of smallish stones about 2J feet in depth, in which two
small flagstones were unearthed, and under them "a few fragments of bones very
much decayed " ; these were human bones, and the interment was between the centre
of the mound and its southern edge.

2 Neither is the above described Cairn with its trench and Standing Stone marked
on the O.M.
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girth is 11 feet 5 inches. Its longest side runs E.S.E. and W.N.W.,
and its greatest height, which is at the N.E. angle, is 6 feet 2 inches.
Appended is a view (fig. 6) taken from the S.S.E., showing the steep
contours of the great hills forming the entrance to the Pass of Lyon, as a
background.

No. 6. St Moloch's Stone.—This is a large perched houlder, near the

Fig. 6. Standing Stone near Dalreoch, Fortingal.

west end of the row of cottages at Fortingal, on the west of the hotel.
Tradition says that the jougs were attached to it, and it is also said to be
cup-marked.

No. 7. Remains of Circle at Cromraor.—Of this there is a brief and
somewhat vague notice by Mr Charles Stewart,1 who says : " Mr Haggart

1 Proceedings, vol. xviii. p. 377. Most of the other Stones in the immediate
vicinity are also here noticed.
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remarked to me that from the name of a place in Portingal called
Cromraor (raor meaning haugh) there would be a circle found there.
Mr Haggart accordingly visited the locality, and found a circle as he

Fig. 7. Cup-marked Stone at Cromraor, near Fearnan.

had anticipated," etc. In an upland locality so, comparatively speaking,
full of stones and boulders, it is an extremely difficult task to find any
one particular Stone, and therefore to be certain that the site described
is the site found.



126 PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY, JANUARY 10, 1910.

On inquiring at a cottage in Fearnan, a very old man, who was our
interlocutor, declared he knew nothing of any conspicuous Standing
Stones arranged in a Circle at Cromraor. He did refer to a Stone with
a basin-like artificial depression in it—the Clach na Oruich, on the farm
of Borland at Fearnan. This is the well-known Stone of the Measles.
It has already been described and figured by Rev. Hugh Macmillan.1

To the east of the road, however, some 400 yards N.'E. of the road-
side cottage at Clach na Tuirc, there is, rather high up on the slope of
the green fields, a prominent boulder. It occupies a position almost in
the centre of a rocky knoll here, the lower edges of which are studded
with several great boulders and one or two outcrops of rock. It is just
possible that these, lying as they do in a singularly circular line around
the cup-marked Stone, were taken to be the members of a true Stone
Circle. To my mind they appeared to be natural objects. At any rate,
the site is an interesting one, and the marks on the central boulder are
very well shaped and distinct.

The upper surface, which measures 5 feet 9 inches by 4 feet 4 inches,
has a decided downward slope towards the east. At the N.W. end
it is fully 3 feet 7 inches above the ground. The cup-marks are
arranged as shown in the illustration (fig. 7) : five form a straggling
group at the upper end, none of them remarkably large or deep;
towards the middle of the boulder are eight, which may be taken as a
group, two of which are exceptionally large and smoothly cut, A being
4| inches wide and 1J deep, and B 7 inches wide and 2£ inches deep;
at the lower end there are three separate cups of the ordinary size, thus
completing a total of sixteen cups.2

III. LOCH TAYSIDE GROUP.
No. 8. Stone Circle at Machuinn, Laioers.—Passing along the west

shore of Loch Tay, we have on the right hand, travelling south, the
1 Proceedings, vol. xviii. 370.
2 Near Cromraor, close to the cottage at Clash na Tuirc, stands the large boulder

bearing that name, the Boar Stone. Its highest point is about six feet above the
road, and bears one very distinct cup-mark.
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great, broad, grassy slopes of the lower portions of Ben Lawers; and,
at about three and a half miles from Stron Fearnan pier, on a sloping
field west of the road very shortly before it crosses Lawers Burn, the
Stones of this Circle arrest the eye. The site is shown on the O.M.
between the 700- and the 800-foot contour-lines, and it is about three
hundred yards east from Machuinn.

The six massive stones originally constituting this Circle now occupy
the positions shown in the plan (fig. 8), extending over a space of about
22 feet by 19 feet, and rather nearer the west end than in the middle
of a long, oval, strongly-defined artificial-looking mound which
measures about 45 by 36 feet. The edges, as well as the interior,
of the mound are so densely overgrown with a vigorous growth
of bracken and small bushes as to preclude a thorough investigation.
The diameter of the Circle, measured through the centres of the Standing
stones, is 19 feet 6 inches.

The dimensions of the Stones are :—

Stone A, 4 feet 10 inches high, vertical; basal girth 12 feet 5 inches.
,, B, 4 „ 0 ,, nearly „ ; „ 12 ,, 3 ,,
„ C, 3 „ 7 ,. high, „ ; „ 8 „ 6 „
,, D, 5 „ 7 ,, long by three feet broad; fallen.
,, E, 4 „ 5 ,, high, vertical; basal girth 10 feet 0 inches.
„ F, 6 „ 5 „ long by 4 feet 10 inches broad; fallen,

1 foot thick.

Between A and B and B and C are small earth-fast Stones, about ten
inches high, and close to D is an oblong slab too small to have formed
one of the Standing Stones; it may have been moved from a more
central spot between. D and E. Between E and F there lies part of
what appears to be a somewhat large Stone, nearly flush with the
ground, flat, and with its inner edge running into the grass. The
position of Stone F suggests that, when erect, its narrow end was
embedded and its broad end stood up perhaps to the height of 4 feet
6 inches or thereby; if so, it would be well in keeping with the
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others. I think, also, that Stone D was originally based close to where
the oblong flat stone beside it now lies. Allowing about 2 feet for

Fig. 8. Stone Circle at Machuhm, Lawers ; Plan. '

depth in founding, its top would have been about parallel with that of
Stone C, its nearest companion. The mound upon which these Stones
are set has its longer axis 'almost exactly due east and west; the centres
of Stones E and A have the same bearing, and the centres of F and C
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are precisely due north and south. The height of the mound above the
surrounding field is difficult to obtain on account of the overgrown

Fig. 9. View of Stone Circle at Machuinn, Lawers, from the South.

condition of the interior, which is, moreover, very full of small and
uneven stones, giving the surface a very rough appearance, suggestive of

Fig. 10. View of Stone Circle at Machuinn, Lawers, from the North.

some attempts at excavation. I estimated the height to be about 3
feet. That it is definite and clear may he' seen from the two illus-
trations given in figs. 9 and 10. In the former, taken at a point

VOL. XLIV. 9
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a few yards to the south, are shown the two picturesque hill-summits so
conspicuous on the way up to Ben. Lawers, East Meall Odhar, and
Meall Graidhe. In the latter, a view from the north, Loch Tay in its
southern reach forms the middle distance, and the great hills clustering
about Glen Lednock fill in the background.

IV. KILLIN GROUP.
No. 9. Stone Circle at Kinnell, near Killin.—This estate, famous,

among other things, for its unrivalled vine, possesses a particularly good
specimen of the megalithic craft of the pre-historic times in this fine
Circle of six Stones.1 Close to a high wall bounding the southern
extremity of the policies, in a broad level field called Kinnell Park, and
at a height above sea-level of 400 feet, this monument still remains
nearly as it was erected thousands of years ago, one Stone only having
partly succumbed either to the elements or to some misguided attempt at
excavation near its base. The surrounding scenery is highly impressive ;
towards the west are the fine rugged steeps of rock interspersed with
green slopes of Stronachlachar; to the south, the river Dochart with
Ben More 'and other mountains filling in the distance ; on the east, wood-
lands, and above them heathery hills; while near the northern arc there
are Ben Lawers and the superbly picturesque summit of Craig Cailleach.
Were it not for the present growth and proximity of many fine trees,
more of the hills on Loch Tayside might be included in this noble
panorama. To the satisfaction, also, of both antiquary and surveyor, the
level smoothness of the greensward has been left around the Circle.

Taking the Stones in the usual order (fig. 11), I here give their
dimensions and characteristics :—Stone A, 6 feet 3 inches high, springs
from an oblong base which girths 11 feet 4 inches, to a rough irregular
top; Stone B leans forward towards the centre of the Circle, and
measures along its sloping back 6 feet 9 inches, the present height from

1 In the Proceedings, vol. xviii. p. 374, in a paper by Kev. Hugh Macmillan, D.D.,
the number is given as " some seven or eight tall massive stones," with a few faint
cup-marks on one. These marks we did not detect.


