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NOTES ON A WAX MEDALLION, AND RELATIVE AUTOGRAPH LETTER,
OF PAUL JONES, PRESENTED TO THE SOCIETY IN 1860, AND
NOW IN THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ANTIQUITIES. By FRANCIS
CAIRD INGLIS, F.S.A. Scor.

The medallion, which is circular in form, is mounted in a heavy brass
frame, and measures 3} inches in diameter over all. It is a very fine
piece of workmanship executed in wax (or some composition closely
resembling wax), probably by Jean Martin Renaud, engraver and
modeller, and gives us a very good idea of the man at the age of 39,
representing him in court uniform, and showing the order of Military
Merit.

There can be no doubt as to the portrait being an authentic one, as
Paul Jones sent it to a lady (Mrs Belshes) in Scotland along with the
following letter (fig. 1) dated 1786 :—

Paris, dugust 29, 1786,

Mapam,—It is with great pleasure that I now execute the flattering com-
mission you gave me before you left this ¢city. Sir James Stuart, who returns
immediately to Scotland, does me the honour to take charge of the medallion
you desired I might send you. I am unable to say whether it is well or
1ll executed, but I feel it receives it’s value from your acceptance ; an honour
for which I can never sufficiently express my obligation, but which it will
allways be my ambition to merit. My respectful compliments await your
husband. I am very sensible of his polite attentions while here.

May you always enjoy a state of happiness as real as is the esteem and
respect with which I have the honour to be, Madam, your most obedient and
most humble servant, J. Pavn Jowgs.

Mrs Belches, Scotland.

The following note from Professor A. Campbell Swinton, F.S.A. Scot.,
serves to trace how the medallion came to the Museum, with the auto-
graph letter which accompanied it : 1—

L Proceedings, vol. iii. pp. 389-391.
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el Vel
“T can tell you little about the medallion of Paul Jones beyond what is

contained in the autograph letter from himself, which was presented alon,

with it to the Society of Antiquaries (in1860), and which is perhaps the greater
curiosity of the two. The letter is addressed to Mrs Belshes, whose husband
was a kinsman of the Inveraray family. She was a Miss Buchannan of
Drumpelier, aunt to Mrs Graham, wife of Dr Graham, our late Professor of
Botany, with whom she lived during her widowhood, and in whose house she
died about 1840 (in Great King Street). The medallion and letter were

Fig. 2. Medallion of Paul Jones,

given by Mrs Belshes to my father, and have been in my possession for twenty
or thirty years.”

Comparing the medallion (fig. 2) with other portraits, it has much in
common with the miniature on ivory by Van der Huyt (1780), the bust
(fig. 3) by Houdon (1783), the medal by Dupré (ordered by the Congress
in 1787), the prints in the British Museum, London (published 28th
October 1779), two small engravings in the Scottish National Portrait
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Gallery, one of which is given in fig. 4, the painting in oil by
Charles Wilson Peale, and the engraving by J. M. Moreau (fig. 5),
designed from the life in 1781, which all show the same regular
features, the nose slightly enlarged at the point, and the fine lines
of the mouth—the face of a student rather than a fighter. These

Fig. 4. Engraved Portrait of Paul Jones in the National Portrait Gallery.

portraits are very different from the old chapbook pictures and the
numerous engravings of the “pirate” Paul Jones, all of which are
caricatures,

The British view of Jones has always regarded him as a rebel and a
pirate. Certainly he was not a pirate, as he held a commission in the

American navy; and his actions against this country were all (in his
VOL. XL. 6
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estimation) to further the cause of liberty, and to help his adopted

country to gain independence.
A student from his earliest years, he soon acquired an extensive

Fig. 5. Engraved Portrait of Paul Jones, by J. M, Moreau (1781).

knowledge of his profession, and was ever eager to add to it. His
letters show the command of language he had; his knowledge of
French was perfect, and stood him in good stead during his service in
Russia; he was also a diplomat of the first order, a friend of Franklin,
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Jefferson, Lafayette, Morris, and many other distinguished men of
the period.

Paul Jones, or rather John Paul, was born of quite humble parents in
Kirkbean,! in Kirkcudbrightshire, on the 6th of July 1747. The
cottage recognised in the locality as his birthplace is shown in fig. 6.

His father, John Paul,2 was gardener to Mr Craik of Arbigland,

-
N

¢

Fig. 6. Cottage in which Paul Jones was born. From a Photograph
by J. Mastersen, Dumfries.

From his earliest years young John Paul had great love of the sea
and shipping ; we find him in 1759, at the age of 12, engaged as an
apprentice on board a small trader of 148 tons; in 1764 he is second

1 T find no record of his birth in the register of this parish : the only entries of
births in the Paul family are of three girls, in 1739, 1741, and 1749.

2 A stone erected in Kirkbean churchyard bears the following inscription :(—** ITu
Memory of John Paul, Senior, who died at Arbigland the 24th of October i767.
Universally esteemed. Erected by John Paul, Junior.”
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mate, and in the following year first mate. In 1766-1767 he was
occupied in the slave trade; however, after two voyages he refused to
go a third time, as he was disgusted with his experiences. This fact is
worth notice, as lending no support to the British view of his character,
which made him out to be one of the most inhuman of men. In later
years, after he had inherited his brother’s estate in Virginia, he is found
giving the slaves on the estate their freedom, again showing that his
character was not deficient in sympathy for his fellow-creatures. In
1768 he was in command of a trader, the ‘John,” and commanded this
vessel for three voyages, visiting his brother William at Rappahannock
twice during this time. This brother had been adopted by a well-to-do
and childless Virginia planter named William Jones, a native of Kirkbean,
and a distant relative of the Paul family, when in 1743 he was on a
visit to his native place; and William Paul, by virtue of this adoption,
took the name William Paul Jones,

0Old William Jones, who died in 1760, had made John Paul the
residuary legatee of his brother in case the latter should die without
issue, on condition that John Paul should assume the name Jones as his
brother had done. Accordingly, when William Paul Jones died in
1773, John Paul became John Paul Jones, and fell heir to a plantation
of about 3000 acres, 20 horses, 80 head of cattle, and a sloop of 20
tons. He spent two years of his life on the plantation, and these years
saw the beginning of the struggle for the independence of the American
States. In 1775 he sailed to New York, and while there wrote to various
members of Congress, offering his services and the use of his seafaring
knowledge. On 24th June 1775 he was invited to join the Provisional
Marine or Naval Committee, in which he at once assumed the leading
position, and led the committee so completely that it is now quite im-
possible to identify the other four merchant captains who were his
colleagues, except one—Nicholas Biddle, of Philadelphia.

This committee founded the navy of America, and on 22nd December
1775 Jones was the first to receive his commission. He was put in
command of the ¢ Alfred,” and ordered * to break her pennant.” Obeyiug
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this order, Paul Jones flung out to the winds the first American flag
ever shown on a regular man-of-war. This was not the Stars and
Stripes, but the Pine Tree and Rattlesnake emblem, with the motto
“ Don’t Tread on Me.” Though he had the honour of first hoisting it
aboard ship, Jones never fancied this emblem. Some time lafer, in one
of his journals, he said of it, “ I was always at a loss to know by what
queer fancy or by whose notion that device was first adopted. For my
own part I could never see how or why a venomous serpent could be
the combatant emblem of a brave and honest folk fighting to be free,
Of course, I had no course but to break the pennant as it was given to
me. But I always abhorred the device, and was glad when it was
discarded for one much more symmetrical as well as appropriate, a year
and a half later.”

Paul Jones was granted a commission as captain in the navy, October
1777.  On 14th June 1777 Congress passed the following resolutions :—

1. Resolved : That the flag of the thirteen United States of America
he Thirteen Stripes, alternate Red and White : That the Union be
Thirteen Stars in a Blue Field, representing a new constellation.

“ 9, Resolved : That Captain John Paul Jones be appointed to com-
mand the ship ‘ Ranger.””

‘When Jones received the new flag he was delighted. He used to say,
“That flag and I are twins; born the same hour, from the same womb
of destiny, we cannot be parted in life or death. So long as we can float,
we shall float together ; if we must sink, we shall go down as one.”

The cruise of the ‘ Ranger’in 1778 was marked by events of special
note. On the 22nd April Paul Jones put into Whitehaven in Cumberland,
and going ashore in two ship’s boats he entered the harbour in the
early morning, Jones himself landed with a few men, clambered over
the rampart of the halfruined battery supposed to defend the harbour,
spiked the old guns with which it was armed, and captured the
pensioners who garrisoned it, asleep in their beds. There were some
three hundred boats in the harbour, all aground at low-water, and he
had ordered his lieutenant to set them on fire, but this had not been






