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IIL.

NOTICES OF (1) THE CAMP AT MONTGOLDRUM AND OTHER ANTI-
QUITIES IN KINCARDINESHIRE; (2) A STONE CIRCLE CALLED
THE HARESTONES IN PEEBLESSHIRE; (3) A CAIRN AND STAND-
ING STONES AT OLD LISTON, AND OTHER STANDING STONES
IN MIDLOTHIAN AND FIFE; (4) SOME HITHERTO UNDESCRIBED
CUP- AND RING-MARKED STONES; AND (5) RECENT DISCOVERIES
OF URNS. By FRED. R. COLES, AssisTANT-KEEPER OF THE MUSEUM,

(1) Tare Camp AT MONTGOLDRUM AND OTHER ANTIQUITIES IN
KINCARDINESHIRE.

(1) The Camp, Montgoldrum.—Early in the summer of 1900 in-
formation was sent to the Society by the late Mr Hercules Linton, of
Bervie, regarding the somewhat strange remains on this site. It was
thought desirable that a careful examination and drawings should be
made; and with the intention of carrying this out, I was directed to
visit Bervie and make a report on the structure called ““The Camp.”
This T did in June ; and the following description covers the account of
this site and one very close to it, as well as one or two other relics in
the vicinity. .

“The Camp” is situated on the crown of a broomy hill a quarter
of a mile due east of Montgoldrum farm, which is 4 miles N.W. of
Bervie. The hill is about 400 feet above sea-level. The nature of
the site may be seen in the ground-plan (fig. 1): a curvilinear hollow
rimmed by a completely stony rampart, which, from crest to crest,
measures 40 feet in diameter ; certainly not an area sufficiently spacious
for a camp, The rampart varies in height, but it averages about 2 feet
10 inches. Outside of its slope are several massive stones, seemingly
earthfast, but the circumference’is very incomplete in this respect,
Rather farther outside, on the south, lie seven fragments (most of them
showing the jumper-holes of the blasting) of a huge block of diorite,
which was probably 9 or 10 feet long and 4 feet in height.
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When first examining this site, the impression left was that it was
merely a plundered cairn.! Writing now with more knowledge of the
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‘Fig. 1. ** The Camp,” Montgoldrum,

varieties of Stone Circles in these parts of Scotland, I incline to agree
1 See Proceedings, vol. xxxiv. p. 107.
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with what Mr Linton suggested, namely, that the structure was originally
a Stone Circle. This is borne out by the following facts. In Aberdeen-
shire we find, at Whitehill, Monymusk, just such a rampart of stones
coneentric with the outer standing stones (here absent); and from its
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Fig. 2. Cairn at Montgoldrum.

position on the S.W. arc the great diorite block, now ruined, might well
have been the Recumbent Stone.

The compass-mark on my ground-plan shows the N.E. as well as
the north. If we follow a line in the former direction for 84 feet from
the north arc of ““The Camp,” we reach a large earthfast stone (fig. 2),
which, with four others very similar in size, are disposed at the base of
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alow cairn. Its centre is about 2 feet 6 inches above the base of the
slope, and the diameter is 50 feet. The mound displays no appearance
of having been dug into or even slightly disturbed. Of the five basal
stones, A is 15 and B 20 inches in height.

The Moray Stane—About a mile to the N.E., on the Leys of
- Allardyce, stands the great block of diorite which passes under this name
(see fig. 3). It is set with its longest edge due east and west, and here
it measures 4 feet 3 inches, the opposite side 3 feet 4 inches, and the

Fig. 3. The Moray Stone.

ends 2 feet 6 inches and 1 foot 44 inches respectively. Its height is
4 feet 10 inches on the north side. Many small stones are embedded
around its base, but two, both of gneiss or porphyry, are much larger,
and stand a foot or so above ground. There is a Government Survey mark
cut into the north face of the stone, There are traces of an old track
running across the fields here, which is said to have come from near
Stonehaven to Arbuthnot. _
Recumbent Stone at Millplough.—The sole remnant of a circle, at the
date of the Ordnance Survey consisting of two stones, which are shown
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on the maps. It is a ponderous oblong mass of ¢ puddingstone,’ similar
to that of the cliffs at Bervie Bay, no great distance to the east, its
summit-length being 11 feet 5 inches, at the middle 10 feet 5 inches,
and at the base 9 feet 3 inches. I show a ground-plan and view of it
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Fig. 4. Recumbent Stone, Millplough.

(fig. 4). The little mound of stones, so typical of the setting of re-
cumbent stones, still clearly exists, sharply rounded off by the plough.
The breadth varies from 2 feet 2 inches to 1 foot 5 inches, and the
height, though only about 4 feet 6 inches to the mound, is at the rounded
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angle (at C, ground-plan) as much as 5 feet 7 inches. The weight of

this stone may therefore be computed to be somewhat over sixjtons.
Stone Circle near Cutbank of Barras.—On the Ordnance map there

is here shown on Barclay Hill, in a wood, the plan of a Circle of
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Fig. 5. Remains of Stone Circle at Cotbank of Barras.

several stones, with a central monolith. During my visit to Bervie 1
attempted to find the Circle, but owing to the great density of vege-
tation I did not succeed. Afterwards, being put into communication
with Mr William Duthie, schoolmaster in Barras, it was my good
fortune to be indebted to him for a very careful and thorough plan of
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the site, and from his measurements and notes I am able to show the
annexed plan (fig. 5), reduced to the scale of 20 feet to 1 inch, in
keeping with the Stone Circles I have elsewhere investigated.

In the centre is a low, irregularly circular heap of small stones, but
no monolith, as shown on the map. At a radins of 26 feet there remain
several smallish earthfast stones, while, 5 feet distant beyond these,
are two stones, one nearly 5 feet long, both on the south arc, a third,
broken, on the east arc, and a fourth at or near to the north point of
the Circle. None of these stones, however, is pillar-like; the large
S.E. one is probably a prostrate pillar. Outside these again stand two
more stones, about 10 feet beyond the second radius.

(2) Notice oF A StoNE CIRCLE CALLED THE HARESTANES,
PEEBLESSHIRE.

This group of Standing Stones is situated in the parish of Kirkurd,
within the S.W. angle of the road at the Old Toll, which is some 200
yards west of the manse of Kirkurd. The Old Toll and its adjoining
garden are drawn on the 25-inch scale Ordnance map of Peeblesshire,
and the site described as “Remains of Druids’ Temple (supposed),” but
no marks indicating the stones are printed. The spot is about 850
feet above sealevel, on the fairly flat top of a slope rising from the
north and west. Chambers® writes of it as “a hamlet called Hare-
stanes, which has derived its name from certain Standing Stones
of unknown antiquity.” Some correspondence, Dr Anderson informed
me, took place about four years ago between the Rev. T. W. Miller
and the Society with reference to the preservation of the stones, in the
possible event of the line of piping for the Talla Water scheme being
taken through them. Subsequently, in communication with Mr W,
Melrose, I was Jed to understand that these stones formed really a
circle of massive monoliths, of which, if his memory of thirty years
could be trusted, several stood fully 5 feet overground. A letter to
Dr C. B. Gunn elicited, through him, a note and a sketch of the stones

1 History of Pecblesshire, page 456,
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by Mr Miller. The latter, however, having no clue by which to judge »
the size of the stones, I determined to visit the spot at once, and
accordingly did so on 30th April 1900, when I obtained notes and
measufements enough to work out the ground-plan annexed (fig. 6).
The first feature noticed on reaching the garden where the stones stand
wds that the level of the ground within them is slightly higher than
that on the outside, especially on the south arc. At present there are
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Fig. 6. Stone Circle, called Harestanes, at Kirkurd.
but six stones; five are huge, massive, natural blocks of a rough and
gritty pale-reddish volcanic trap; the sixth (E on ground-plan) is a
thin slab (to the right in the view from the east, fig. 7) of a more
sandstone-like composition, and is set up in ‘the manner of a modern
headstone. It is only 1 foot 10 inches in height. The tallest of .the
others (A on plan) stands with its inner edge fully facing the north.
Tt measures 4 feet 7 inches in height on the outer face and is'rudely
conical. Between it and B is a ridge of low-set stones, none of them
‘o firm as not to be pretty easily joggled by a push. This stone, B, is
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very uneven, but flattish on the top, which is 3 feet high. The next
stone, C, is very similar in character. (It is not shown in the section,
as it is entirely concealed by B.) The north stone, D, is a very square-

Fig. 7. Harestanes Circle; view from the east.
sided straightly set-up block 3 feet 3 inches in height. The stone on
the east, F, is a very massive one, 3 feet in height. It looks out of
position, and indeed, if it were canted over westwards by even only
one breadth, we should have an almost exact circle of 15 feet in
diameter. I append also a view from the west (fig. 8).

Fig. 8. Harestanes Circle ; view from the west,

(3) Norice oF A CaIRN AND STANDING STONES AT OLD LISTON, AND
OTHER STANDING STONES IN MIDLOTHIAN AND FiFE.

Cairn and Standing Stones at Old Liston.—In his ““Notes on a large
Sepulchral Cairn at Collessie,”! Dr Anderson refers to Dr Daniel

Wilson’s brief notice of the opening of this Cairn at Old Liston in
1 Proceedings, xii. p. 449.
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1830, and thereafter to some more extended description by Dr John
Alexander Smith.! Whether the Cairn was thoroughly excavated or
not does not appear, but the only relics found were a bronze dagger-
blade, a heap of animal charcoal, and small fragments of bones. Having
in May 1899 made a survey of the whole site, I am able to present the
following notice and ground-plans.
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Fig. 9. Ground-plans of Standing Stones, Old Liston,

The Heelie Hill, as this Cairn is locally called, can easily be reached
by taking the first turn to the left after quitting the train at. Ratho
station on its north side. As one walks westwards, the first object
to arrest the eye of the antiquary is a great monolith, over 9 feet in
height, in a field close to Lochend farm. This I call Lochend Stone,
and its ground-plan is shown on fig. 9, with the direction of its flattest

v Proceedings, vol. x. p. 151,
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side at the base, 'The other three separate ground-plans are those of the
three Standing Stones near the Cairn, named A, B and C on the ground-
plan of the Cairn (fig. 10). To these also are appended their heights,
and the compass-direction of one side at the base, to scale.

The general ground-plan gives the Cairn and three Stones on a
necessarily small scale, one hundred feet to an inch. On examining it,
the first thing to strike one is the apparent chance-work of the setting
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Fig. 10. The Cairn called Heelie Hill, Old Liston.

of the Standing Stones ; for it is clear that the stones A, B and C are
not set up on the circumference of a circle concentric with the base of
the Cairn, because C is set on an imaginary circle whose radius is equal
to the diameter of the Cairn, and A and B are set on one whose radius
is twice that diameter. In other words, if the Cairn ever was com-
pletely surrounded by a circular setting of Standing Stones?! concentric

1 The compiler of the Old Statistical Account (1794) writes of ¢‘a circular mound

of earth, surrounded with large unpolished stones at a considerable distance from
each other” (vol. 10, p. 69).
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with itself, this setting must have been double; that is, on the
assumption that these three Stones are remnants of the original setting,
left in their original positions. It is certainly also remarkable that the
stone C is almost precisely to the N.E. of B and to the N.-W. of A, and
that the base of this triangle, the space between A and B, is premsely
318 feet, thrice the diameter of the mound.

The Cairn, grass-grown all over, is about 15 feet in its central height,
and 96 feet in diameter within the encircling low wall. It is a little
irregular and rough in certain parts of its summit, but certainly betrays
no evidence of anything like an exhaustive excavation.

Fig. 11. Standing Stone, Liberton Glebe,

Standing Stone on Liberton Glebe.—In the Old Statistical Account this
Stone is briefly noticed. On the Ordnance map it is shown, but named
in plain lettering only, at a point 66 yards S.W. of the Dalkeith Road,
a little to the Ny and E. of Kingston Grange Mains, on a site ahout 200
feet above sea-level.
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It is a rather shapely block of sandstone, very grey in parts, with
quartz crystals, and more or less deeply seamed with vertical grooves on
its east and west faces. It is extremely similar to the Auchencorth
Standing Stone, both in composition and appearance. At the ground,
its longest side, which trends 5 degrees E. of N. by compass, measures
2 feet 1 inch, the opposite side 1 foot 10 inches, the north side 1 foot
8 inches, and the south 1 foot 10 inches: these measures, including a
corner 44 inches wide, give a girth of eight feet. The top of the stone
girths 4 feet 8 inches. The eastern side has, besides the long grooves
worn by weather, one large ear-like cavity, also naturally formed. The
height of the Stone is 6 feet 64 inches.

The drawing (fig. 11) was made from the S.E. angle.

Standing Stones on Gala Braes, Bathgate.—I1 examined this site in
August 1902, It is about a mile to the east of Bathgate, and occupies
the summit of a ridge extending some 300 feet westwards of the by-
road that branches off due N. near the farm of Clinkingstane. The
ridge is about 850 feet above sea-level. On reaching it, I found but
one Standing Stone,—a rough whinstone boulder, split very unevenly,
and jagged on the south side, very smooth on the two shorter sides,
and girthing at the base 10 feet 5 inches. The longest edge trends
W.N.W. and E.S.E. It stands 5 feet 3 inches high and occupies the
highest spot on the ridge. (See fig. 12.)

Proceeding westwards along the ridge, I came, at a considerably
lower level, to another flattish spot, the crown of a sand-hillock, its
sides sloping off rather steeply in all directions. Towards the S.W.,
and some 60 or 70 feet away, at the foot of the slope, lay two pieces
of whinstone, very columnar in form, and evidently recently split.
After measuring these two carefully, so as to be sure that their fractured
ends corresponded, I found that when complete this Stone would have
measured 4 feet 64 inches in length, and its thicker end would have
girthed between 8 and 9 feet. The two fragments lay 27 feet apart.
The larger and more cylindrically-shaped of the two lay just as if it
had been heaved up and rolled over the crest of the sandy hillock above
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mentioned ; and it would have been almost justifiable to point to the
centre of that hillock-summit as the original position of the Stone
merely by the present position of the latter in regard to the hillock.
‘While debating these matters and putting up my note-book, I noticed
a man crossing the field a few yards away. On intercepting him, I
asked if he remembered when there were two stones on the ridge? He
replied, they were both there a twelvemonth ago. Then I pointed to the
fallen fragments and said, These were one Stone? He replied, Yes, they
were ; the Stone having been, in a mischievous mood, pitched over the

Fig. 12. Standing Stone, Gala Braes,

brow. This man was the farmer of Gala Braes. He took me to the
spot where the Stone had stood, explaining that, owing to much
trampling by sheep and cattle, the earth round the base of the Stone
had become loosened so as to render the Stone itself insecure, and that
thus it had fallen an easy prey to the wanton hands of some lads, whom,
if he could find out, he would prosecute. Asked if any digging had
ever been made at either of these stones, Mr Carlaw replied that many
years ago an old Bathgate worthy known as “The Apostle” persuaded
his (Carlaw’s) father to dig at the base of the upper Standing Stone
(the one at present erect), and they found human bones. The farm of






