
A P P E N D I X .

HISTORY OF THE "MAIDEN" OB SCOTTISH BEHEADING MACHINE,
WITH NOTICES OF THE CRIMINALS WHO SUFFERED BY IT. By
ME W. T. M'CULLOCH, KEEPER OF THE MUSEUM. (PLATES LXV. AND LXVI.)

[This communication, which should have appeared in the present
volume at page 287, was postponed, with a desire to gratify the writer,
who wished to enlarge it with additional notices regarding the mode of
executing malefactors in other countries. Amongst his papers there
were found various unconnected notes or references on this subject, but
it was considered advisable to give the communication in this place very
much in its original form, as it was read to the Society on the 10th of
June 1867. It may, however, be proper to preface it with a brief notice
of the author.

WILLIAM THOMSON M'CuLLOCu, so well known to the members as Keeper
of their Museum, was a native of Edinburgh, and born in the year 1815.
His father, Mr James M'Culloch, was for many years teacher or house
governor of the old Orphan Hospital, Edinburgh. While a youth, his
son William was put as an apprentice to Messrs W. & D. Laing, Book-
sellers (1829 to 1834). After various changes, at length, in the year
1846, he succeeded in obtaining a permanent situation when a vacancy
occurred as keeper of the Edinburgh Subscription Library. He also was
engaged as assistant secretary, and librarian to the School of Arts, under
Dr Thomas Murray.

At this time, as the Society's apartments and Museum were in the
same building with that Library (No. 24 George Street), he was thus
enabled to give occasional service to the Society as clerk, with a small
salary. He rendered himself indeed so useful, having always had a turn
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for mechanical contrivances, in arranging and preparing articles in the
Museum for exhibition, and also skill in copying and making facsimiles,
that it happened, when the new arrangements were completed for
having the Museum transferred, as a National Collection, to the Eoyal
Institution Buildings, his claims came under the attention of the Council,
and, on the 12th May 1858, on their recommendation, he was appointed
to the responsible situation of Keeper of the Museum. As this required
on his part regular and undivided attendance, he resigned his charge of
the Subscription Library. He still retained his connexion with the
School of Arts as librarian and assistant secretary, which did not in any
material way interfere with his duties connected with the Society.

It is scarcely necessary to say, how much he was respected by the
members and visitors for his intelligence and obliging disposition, no
less than for his devotedness to antiquarian pursuits. A few years ago
he gave two popular expositions of a series of views of public and other
buildings of " Edinburgh as it was long ago."" The views, which had
been photographed from old drawings and engravings, were exhibited
by the oxy-hydrogen light. These expositions were repeated on more
than one occasion. It is but a becoming tribute to his memory to
add, that the admirable manner in which the Museum has been re- '
arranged, after the recent alterations on the building, was very much
owing to his skill and exertions.

Mr M'Culloeh died at Edinburgh on the 22d May 1869, aged 54. A
minute of a Council Meeting held in consequence of his decease, states,
as follows:—"25th May 1869. On the motion of the Secretary the
Council desired to record the great regret with which they have heard
of Mr M'Culloch's death, and of the high esteem in which they regard
his long-continued services, and great interest in the prosperity of the
Museum and of the Society."

As a further mark of the esteem in which Mr M'Culloeh was held, it
may be mentioned, -that his Widow being left in a very helpless state, a
subscription among the Members was immediately commenced, and a
sum sufficient raised for the purchase of a joint annuity to her and to his
sister, or the survivor.]
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THE "MAIDEN" OK SCOTTISH BEHEADING MACHINE (10 FEET IN HEIGHT).
(Xmr. in the Museum of fits Antiquaries of Scotland.—The a.re is represented drawn up ready for HSP.)
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THE MAIDEN.

Of the many objects of special interest to the student of Scottish his-
tory preserved in the Museum of Antiquities at Edinburgh, one of the
most interesting is the old beheading machine, better known as " The
Maiden." It is an object that attracts the notice and awakens the sym-
pathies of visitors from all climes and of every shade of colour. Mutes
describe its action to each other with unmistakable significance; the
blind handle it tenderly.

The machine was made in 1564, and continued in use till 1710. In
1781, August 23, the Earl of Buchan, founder of the SOCIETY OE ANTI-
QUARIES OF SCOTLAND, reported to a meeting " that he had made applica-
tion to the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council for such arms as are
in the city repositories, and for " the Maiden," to be deposited for preser-
vation in the Society's Museum." Although at that time the appli-
cation was unsuccessful, on the 31st January 1797, the LOKD PROVOST
AND MAGISTRATES OF EDINBURGH presented

" THE MAIDEN, AN INSTRUMENT sou BEHEADING CRIMINALS,"

as a donation to the Museum of the Society.
On the 8th March 1830 a communication was read before the Society

by Mons. GABRIEL SURENNE, one of the Fellows, entitled " An inquiry
into the origin, use, and disuse of the instrument called ' THE MAIDEN; '
and into the laws and customs in virtue of which criminals were decol-
lated by the said instrument." It was not printed at the time, and. so
far as 1 know, his MS. is not preserved.

Many conjectures, but not satisfactory, have been offered respecting
the origin of this designation. One author imagined that it was so
called because it remained long unused after it was made; another
suggests that it was so named in allusion to its " unfleshed and maiden
axe." But neither of these suggestions seems to solve the difficulty,
because assuredly the machine was not allowed to rust after it was made.

In a notice of the machine in, the Town's Accounts shortly after it
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was made, it is called " The Madin," and this name it retained so long
as it continued in use, the orthography ranging between Madin, Maydin,
and Maiden.

The sword was the implement used for decapitation in Edinburgh till
the middle of the sixteenth century, as is evident from the following
extracts from the City records :—

1552.—Item for the sharping of the commone Sweird ilk tyme it was
usit, v. s. . . . . Summa—00 10 0

1563.—Feb. " The Baillies and Counsall ordaines Mr Eobert G-len the
Treasurer to coften fra William Makeartnay his two handed
sword to be used for ane heiding Sword, because the auld Sword
is failzet, and to gif him five pounds thairfor, and the samin sal
be allowit in his comptis."

In the same year two men were condemned to be beheaded " with ane
sword."

Beheading by a machine is not an invention of Scottish origin.
Machines were in use on the Continent years before one was introduced
into Edinburgh, which appears to have been the only one in Scotland.
In a series of woodcuts showing the martyrdom of the Apostles, by Lucas
Cranach, an eminent German artist, published at Wittenberg in the
year 1539; and in the well-known collection of engravings by Bonasoni,
published, with verses by Achilles Bocchius at Bononia (Bologna), in the
year 1555 ; and also in a series of woodcuts, engraved by Henry Aide-
graver, of Westphalia, having the date 1553, there are given representa-
tions of executions by machines. It can scarcely be supposed that the
artists would have figured such machines unless they had actually seen
them, or known that they were in use. Plate LXVI. is a copy of one of
these early representations of Cranaoh's.

From an early period the manor of Wakefield in Yorkshire—of which
the principal town was Halifax—had the privilege of beheading criminals
guilty of the theft of goods beyond the value of thirteen pence half-
penny, committed within the bounds of the' manor, and there the
punishment of decapitation was inflicted by a machine. [In the popular
English story, " The Finder of Wakefield, being the merry History of
Gegeor a Green," London 1632, in mentioning the town of Halifax, it is
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F A C S I M I L E O F W O O D C U T B Y L U C A S C K A N A C H , 1539.
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related : " A Fryer there lived in those dayes that was very ingenious,
lie invented an Engin, which by the pulling out of a pin, would fall
and so cut off the necke, this device kept them in awe a great whi le
till at the last this Fryer had committed a notorious fact, and for the
same was the first that hanseled the new Engin his owne invention."]
The register of executions at Halifax gives the names of those who suffered
by the machine from the year 1541 till 1650, about which time the
privilege ceased to be acted upon.

Hume of G-odscroft states in his History of the Houses of Douglas and
Angus, published in 1644, "that James Douglas, Earl of Morton, laid
his neck on the block, till the axe (of the Maiden, which he himself had
caused make after the patterne which he had seen in Halifax in York-
shire), falling upon his kneck, put an end to his life, &c. (p. 356).
&c." This is clearly a popular fallacy, since it will be seen that it was
made by the command of the Provost and Magistrates in 1564. The Ee-
gent, James Earl of Morton, was executed on the 2d day of June 1581.
According to Hume, the Earl had been carried prisoner to England in
1547, where he remained for some years; also that towards the end of
the year 1560, along with the Earl of Glencairn and Maitland of Lething-
ton, he went on a mission to the court of Queen Elizabeth; and again,
dreading the wrath of Queen Mary for the part he had taken in the
murder of Eiccio in 1566, he retired to England, lurking about New-
castle and Alnwick; and in the following year he had returned to Scot-
land, and lived in retirement. It thus appears that the Earl was three
times in England between the first and last of these dates. It is evident
he could not have obtained the "patterne" during his first visit; and
before the date of his last visit the machine was actually made and in
use in Edinburgh, so that, if he obtained it at all, it must have been
during his visit in 1560. It is, however, singular, if Morton had any
such "patterne," that he did not produce it in 1563 when "the auld
heiding sword had failzet," as that was the time when it would have
been of service.

Fortunately the Halifax machine has been represented as it existed in
1650, and a comparison of the prints, with the " Maiden" in the
Museum, will demonstrate that it could not have been the "patterne"
for the Scottish machine.
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The Halifax instrument, as will be seen from the accompanying wood-
cut, was erected on a raised platform of squared stones, the top of which
was reached by five steps on one side. The machine consisted of two
upright posts, fifteen feet in height, joined at the top and bottom by
transverse beams.1 "Within these was a square block of wood, which

The Halifax Beheading Machine.

Harrison, in his Description of England, vol. i. page 185, London 1587,2

says it was of the length of four feet and a half, which rose up and down,

1 Eev. John Watson's History of Halifax, p. 223, Lond. 1775, 4to.
2 [First printed in Holinshed's Chronicle, vol. i. p. 107, Lond. 1577, folio. In the

History of Ireland, vol. i. p. 49, there is a woodcut intended to represent the be-
heading of an Irish rebel, Muriad Ballagh. in the year 1807. The criminal is laid
within such a gibbet as that at Halifax, only the axe is suspended from the top by
a cord, which the executioner is cutting with a knife. In vol. ii. p. 564 of that
edition, the same woodcut is repeated for the execution of a man who, in 1240, had
attempted to murder King Henry III.]
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between the uprights, by means of grooves cut for that purpose. To
the lower end of this sliding block an iron axe was fastened, which was
drawn up to the top by means of a cord and pulley; and at the end of the
cord was a pin, which being fixed either to the side of the scaffold or
some other part below, kept it suspended, till either by pulling out the
pin or cutting the cord it was suffered to fall, and the criminal's head
was instantly separated from his body. The criminal lay at full length
on the top of the platform, his neck being placed on the upper edge of
the lower transverse beam. The machine was a fixture.

The Scottish machine is made of oak, and consists of a sole beam five
feet in length, into which are fixed two upright posts, ten feet in height,
four inches broad, twelve inches apart from each other, and three and a
half inches in thickness, with bevelled corners. These posts are kept
steady by a brace on each side, which springs from the ends of the sole,
and is fastened to the uprights four feet from the bottom. The tops of
the posts are fixed into a cross rail, two feet in length. The block is a
transverse bar, three and a quarter feet from the bottom, eight inches in
breadth, and four and a half in thickness. A hollow on the upper edge
of this bar is filled with lead. The machine is kept in a vertical posi-
tion by means of a brace and sole. The sole extends five feet backwards.
The brace is hinged to the upper cross rail, beyond which it projects,
and into this projected portion a pulley, three inches in diameter, is fixed.
On the back of the brace is fixed an iron peg, one and a half inch in
length and half an inch in diameter, and a bent iron lever with arms,
measuring respectively fifteen and four inches in length. There is an
eye at the end of the short arm, through which the peg passes when
the long arm is raised. The axe consists of a plate of iron faced with
steel. It measures thirteen inches in length and ten and a half in
breadth. On the upper edge of the plate is fixed a mass of lead seventy-
five Ibs. in weight. This blade works in grooves, cut on the inner edges
of the uprights, which are lined with copper. When an execution was
about to take place, one end of a rope was fastened to the axe by passing
through a hole in the lead, and the other end, which had an eye, was
passed through the pulley and drawn till it reached the peg on which the
eye was placed, the short lever being under it. When the executioner
received the signal he pressed down the long arm of the lever, and so


